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This edition includes: 

 
Blessed Lord, 
who caused all holy Scriptures 
to be written for our learning: 
help us so to hear them, 
to read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them 
that, through patience, and the comfort 
of your holy word, 
we may embrace and forever hold fast 
the hope of eternal life 
which you have given us in our saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen 

https://www.facebook.com/StMaryAndStLaurenceGoringBySea/
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Parish Office opening hours..... 

The Parish Office is open Monday to Thursday:  10:00am to 12:00 noon. 

It is staffed by volunteers. If you have anything that needs to be handed in, a phone call in advance 
may avoid a wasted journey. Money should not  be put through the letterbox. If you have money to 

pay in and are unable to get to the office, it may be handed to the Churchwardens or Treasurer after 

services on a Sunday.  

See the back page for Parish contact information. 

Editorial.... 

Well, where did those months go? Harvest Festival is a distant memory, the Autumn Fair has 

passed and probably, by the time you read this, we shall have been wined, dined and entertained 
at the ‘Turkey and Tinsel’ dinner dance. Most amazingly, you will be reading the 50th edition of 
GPN in its current format! Your Editorial Team of Malcolm Chilton, Roland Silcox, Robert Eden, 

Janet Annis and Graeme Richardson hope it continues to inform, entertain and challenge in equal 
measures. Please let us know how we are getting on. 

Our Editorial Team hope you will enjoy this, the December/January issue of Goring Parish News. 
GPN will, in future, be published every other month, to allow the Editorial Team and contributors 

sufficient time to compile each issue. Any subsequent changes to the dates/times published in 
GPN will be notified in the weekly Pew Sheet, the Facebook page or the Parish website.  In this 
edition we offer you a massive 36 pages, packed with interesting articles and news items.    

Your comments, suggestions and articles are most welcome. Especially, we thank those of you 
who have supplied photos for inclusion. These are appreciated and, we hope you agree, make 

GPN more attractive to read. Please keep them coming, but please bear in mind that GPN is 
printed in Greyscale for those who cannot receive emails. If you do not wish for your photo, or 
that of your child, to appear in GPN or on the Parish website, please contact one of the Clergy, 
Churchwardens or a member of the Editorial Team to have that request formally recognised. 

We apologise to anyone whose contribution to this edition of GPN has had to be held over to a 
later issue. We are really grateful to the many contributors who make our job such a joy. 
Preferably, articles should be sent electronically, to goringparishnews@outlook.com  

Alternatively, handwritten or typed articles should be sent to the Parish Office.  

Our next issue, the February/March edition, will be published on or before 27th 
January.  

Will contributors please ensure that events up to the end of March, 2017 are notified 

to us by the Press Copy date for this edition ~ Tuesday, January 10th, 2017 latest. 

Articles received after this date will only be included if time and space permit. If 
possible, please send copy well in advance of this date: it will help preserve our sanity 

and prevent us burning too much midnight oil!  

If you would like to receive the email version of Goring Parish News, please send your email 
address to goringparishnews@outlook.com. For security reasons, please state your connection with 

the Parish, provide your postal address and phone number. To be sure it arrives in your inbox each 

month, please add this email address to your contacts list.  

GPN, including back issues and supplementary articles, can also be found on the Parish website: 

http://goringbyseaparish.org (note new name) 

Items for the weekly Pew Sheet should be sent to reach the Parish Office by 10:00am on Thursdays.       

Email to: goring_parish@btconnect.com  Please do not  send them to Goring Parish News.  

Goring Parish News is published by Goring PCC Parish Office, 12 Compton Avenue, Goring-by-Sea, Worthing, BN12 4UJ  

Goring Parish News is printed by West Park School whose support we gratefully acknowledge. 

mailto:goring_parish@btconnect.com
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Father George writes: 

 
 

The New Revised Standard Version, The Good News Bible, The 
Jerusalem Bible, The Message, The New English Bible, The New 

Testament in Modern English, The Poverty and Justice Bible, The 
Authorised Version (King James Bible), and those are only the few 
that are on my shelves that I can see. If you were to Google the 

word Bible I suspect you would spend a long time sorting through all 
the possible versions. 

 

2017 is to be the Year of the Bible in our diocese. There will be lots going on all over the diocese as 
Bishop Martin gives us the opportunity to raise our Biblical literacy. There is more about this later in 
the magazine. We shall be having two mornings (Saturday) in January (21st) and March (4th) to 

begin looking at the Old Testament and the New Testament; they will feed into the material given 
to us by the diocese.  

 

Which book in the Bible is your favourite, and why? Mine is the Book of Psalms. It is because I have 

grown up with them ever since I became a chorister in Wallasey. Singing them at Matins and 
Evensong each week, reciting them each day at theological college and throughout my life of 

ministry, the psalms have been a key part of my life. They always have the right words to say when 
I can’t use my own. There are times when my words simply fail, the psalmist has no such problem 
and through the words of the psalm come comfort and insight. 

 

Athanasius wrote this: 

All our Scripture, both Old and New Testament, is divinely inspired and is useful for 
teaching, as the Apostle says. But the Book of Psalms is like a garden which contains the 
fruits of all the other books, grows a crop of song and so adds its own special fruit to the 

rest. 

The psalms deal with joy and sorrow, love and anger, and most emotional feelings we can have. 

There is something there for every eventuality. They also speak to our inner selves, and help us 
understand ourselves through God’s eyes. The understanding of the individual human psyche is 

amazing, if we want to find it. 

Athanasius goes on: 

It seems to me that for him who recites them the psalms are like a mirror in which a man 

may see himself and the movements of his heart and mind and then give voice to them. 

Everything begins on Sunday 4th December. At the 10:00am Family Eucharist we shall bless Bibles; 

bring yours along and hold it high. It is an amazing book: God’s dealings with his creation and each 
one of us in there somewhere. We simply need to open it and let it speak. 

May God bless you. 
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Warden’s Warblings 

Communication Update! 

The Communication Committee has met several times since my last report to you 
in May of this year. As events have now moved on, I thought that it was time to 

update you about the progress that has been made in this important area. 

The website:  In the past week, many people have reported to Ian and me that 

our website is no longer available. I am pleased to report that we have a new 
website at http://goringbyseaparish.org. At the moment, this is a skeleton of 

the final product but as the weeks move on it will begin to fill out. We are trying a 
new system with this website so that instead of overloading one webmaster, 
different individuals will take responsibility for the content of different sections of 

the website. Our next project is to teach all contributors how to access and 
amend their section. Watch this space! The website will grow. Thank you to Adam 

Miles and Stephen Edwards who are overseeing this work.  

Facebook:  The Facebook page is up and running very successfully thanks to the 

work of Rosemary Jones, Graeme Richardson and Kate Henwood. Personally, I 
joined Facebook earlier this year and know how many of the congregation visit it 

regularly. It is a valuable means of communication and is used to advertise 
services and events. 

Future activities:  Currently, we have a circulation list linked to the distribution 
of the GPN. This is a very successful way of communicating to the people of the 

parish but if you did not elect to receive the GPN electronically, you are not on this 
mailing list. This list is linked to information held on the Electoral Roll and the 
preferences expressed when the form was completed. However, we should like to 

set up a separate mailing list in the Parish Office so that individuals can be 
contacted and important messages can be sent out by email. In the New Year, we 

shall launch a campaign to extend this means of fast, efficient communication. 

The Electoral Roll:  This seems to be an ideal opportunity to mention the 

Electoral Roll. Once again, the Annual Parochial Church Meeting will take place in 
March and prior to this meeting we are required to review the Electoral Roll. If 

you are not on the church’s roll, perhaps you would think about completing one of 
the forms at the back of the church and handing it to a churchwarden. 

Finally, thank you to the members of the Communication Committee who work 
tirelessly to improve the work of the parish through better communication. 

Barbara Webber: Churchwarden 
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Coffee is served in Church at 
St Mary’s after the main 
Sunday service & Thursday’s 
Holy Communion. 

A Traidcraft Stall is normally open at St Mary’s on the 

second and third Sundays of each month. 

********** 

Parish Breakfast is normally served in the Hall on the 

3rd Sunday of every month from 8:15am to 9:15am.  

Diocese News….. 

 The Christian faith flows out of the holy Scriptures as the definitive 

guide to God’s love. But the Bible is not a dusty rule book. It comes 

in a rich wrapping of centuries of Christian experience and 

interpretation. We need to know it better and allow the experience of 

our own generation to be viewed through its rich message of hope, 

peace and joy for all people.  

The Year of the Bible offers the people of the diocese of Chichester to take a closer look at 

this definitive guide. We could all benefit from learning more about its history and 

composition, about how it’s been read and interpreted, and how our modern outlook has to 

measure itself against the truth that rests in biblical stories, prayers, poetry and teaching 

and will outlive us all.  

The first thing to do is reach for your Bible and examine it. I hope it is well used, like a diary 

or address book (if you have hard copies) or is a familiar and reliable App, if that’s your 

version. By the end of this Year, I hope that we shall all have a much greater command of 

how to find our way around the Bible, what the various books are, of Old and New 

Testaments, and how we find a biblical reference.  

But that’s not all we want to achieve. Actually, that’s only the start. I hope this information 

will sharpen our appetite for discovering more about the layers of wisdom that are in the 

words of Scripture, how they have been interpreted and handed on, and how they connect 

with our life and experience today.  

In one of the most beautiful stories in the Old Testament, the narrator says (in the King 

James version), “Surely the Lord is in this place; and I knew it not.” Finding the Lord God in 

the pages of Scripture, present to us today in ways we did not know, is the demanding and 

amazing venture we now embark on together in the Year of the Bible.  

+Martin Warner     (see page 18 for a diary of events up to Easter - Ed.) 

 

 THE DIOCESE OF 

CHICHESTER’S YEAR OF THE 

BIBLE  

Bishop Martin Warner 
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Diary and Lectionary Readings for December 2016 -   
All services at St Mary’s unless otherwise stated 

 Date Event Time 

Sun 4th  Second Sunday of Advent 

The Year of the Bible commences 
 

      Holy Communion 08:00 

      Family Eucharist—Christingle 10:00 

      Evensong 18:00 

Wed 7th Celtic Communion  18:30 

 Study Group: Dietrich Bonhoeffer 19:15 

Thu 8th Holy Communion  10:00 

Sun 11th Third Sunday of Advent  

     Holy Communion 08:00 

     Sung Eucharist & Holy Baptism 09:30 

     Evensong 18:00 

Wed 14th Celtic Communion  18:30 

Thu 15th Holy Communion  10:00 

Sat 16th CTG Carols on Mulberry Green 10:30 

Sun 18th Fourth Sunday of Advent  

 
    Holy Communion 08:00 

 
   Sung Eucharist 09:30 

 
    Festival of Lessons and Carols 18:00 

Date Event Time 

Wed 21st Celtic Communion 18:30 

Thu 22nd Holy Communion 10:00 

Sat 24th Christmas Eve  

     Crib Service 15:00 

 Carols and Readings - St         

Laurence 

18:00 

     Midnight Mass 23:30 

Sun 25th Christmas Day  

     Holy Communion 08:00 

     Family Eucharist 10:00 

     Family Eucharist - St Laurence 11:00 

Mon 26th Stephen, Deacon and First Martyr  

Tue 27th John, Apostle and Evangelist  

Wed 28th Feast of the Holy Innocents  

 Celtic Communion  18:00 

Thu 29th Holy Communion  10:00 

Date Sung Eucharist Evensong 

4 December 

The Second Sunday of Advent 

                                               P 

Isaiah 11: 1-10 

Romans 15: 4-13 

Matthew 3: 1-12 

Psalm 11 

1 Kings 18: 17-39 

John 1: 19-28 

11 December 

The Third Sunday of Advent 

                                               P 

Isaiah 35: 1-10 

James 5: 7-10 

Matthew 11: 2-11 

Psalm 12 

Isaiah 5: 8-end 

Acts 13: 13-41  

18 December  The Fourth Sunday of 
Advent 

                                               P 

Isaiah 7: 10-16 

Romans 1: 1-7 

Matthew 1: 18-end 

Service of Lessons and 
Carols 

24 December 

Christmas Eve 

                                               

Isaiah 57: 7-10 

Hebrews 1: 1-4 

John 1: 1-14 

Ps. 119: 1-16 

Jeremiah 36: 9-end 

Romans 10: 5-17  

25 December 

Christmas Day 

                                              W 

Isaiah 9: 2-7 

Titus 2: 11-14 

Luke 2: 1-20 

Ps. 148 

Isaiah 65: 17-end 

Hebrews 11:32-12:2 
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Diary and Lectionary Readings for January 2017 -   
All services at St Mary’s unless otherwise stated 

 Date Event Time 

Sun 1st Naming of Jesus  

     Holy Communion 08:00 

 
   Family Eucharist - Fresh                                           

Beginnings 
10:00 

 No Evensong  

Wed 4th Celtic Communion 18:30 

Thu 5th Holy Communion 10:00 

Sun 8th Epiphany  

     Holy Communion 08:00 

     Sung Eucharist 09:30 

     Evensong 18:00 

Wed 11th No Celtic Communion  

Thu 12th Holy Communion  10:00 

Sun 15th Second Sunday of Epiphany  

     Holy Communion 08:00 

     Sung Eucharist 09:30 

     Evensong 18:00 

Date Event Time 

Wed 18th Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 

Celtic Communion  

18:30 

Thu 19th Holy Communion  10:00 

Sun 20th Third Sunday of Epiphany  

      Holy Communion 08:00 

      Sung Eucharist 09:30 

      Evensong 18:00 

Wed 25th Conversion of St Paul                

End of Week of Prayer 
 

 Celtic Communion  18:30 

Thu 26th Holy Communion  10:00 

Sun 29th The Presentation of Christ  

     Holy Communion  08:00 

     Sung Eucharist  09:30 

     Family Eucharist at St.     

Laurence’s        

11:00 

     Evensong 18:00 

Date Sung Eucharist Evensong 

1 January 

Naming and Circumcision of Jesus 

                                                         W 

Numbers 6: 22-end 

Galatians 4: 4-7 

Luke 2: 15-21 

Psalm 115 

Deuteronomy 30: 11-end 

Acts 3: 1-16 

8 January 

Epiphany 

                                                         W 

Isaiah 60: 1-6 

Ephesians 3: 1-12 

Matthew 2: 1-12 

Psalm 98 

Isaiah 60: 1-9 

John 2: 1-11 

15 January 

The Second Sunday of Epiphany 

                                                         W 

Isaiah 49:1-7 

1 Corinthians 1: 1-9 

John 1: 29-42 

Psalm 96 

Ezekiel 2:1-3:4 

Galatians 1: 11-end 

22 January 

The Third Sunday of Epiphany 

                                                         W 

Isaiah 9: 1-4 

1 Corinthians 1: 10-18 

Matthew 4: 12-23 

Psalm 33: 1-12 

Ecclesiastes 3: 1-11 

1 Peter 1: 3-12 

29 January 

The Presentation of Christ in the Temple 

Candlemas 

                                                         W 

Malachi 3: 1-5 

Hebrews 2: 14-end 

Luke 2: 22-40 

Psalm 132 

Haggai 2: 1-9 

John 2: 18-22 
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Sonnets of Faith 

Music 

Within the love of God, music is my delight. 

There’s always a tune in my head: a television jingle 

Or a hymn or the Magic Flute’s Queen of the Night 

Or Schubert’s Quintet, which makes my ears tingle; 

Or the concertos of Brahms, or his C Minor Symphony; 

Or I hum the tune of a carol I have recently written; 

Or Beethoven’s Choral Symphony, the bit with the tympani; 

Or the Tenor and Horn Serenade by Benjamin Britten. 

When I worship God, what music do I need? 

Music that stimulates is more than just ‘nice’; 

That reflects the infinite wonders of the Christian Creed, 

Singing God’s glory and Christ’s sacrifice. 

But this is certain. Music is the means not the end. 

It is God we worship: to Him our praises ascend. 

Reproduced from by kind permission of The Very Rev Christopher Campling. 

A copy of Fr Christopher Campling’s book, ‘Sonnets of Faith’ can be obtained from the Parish Office 
during normal opening times.  Priced at £5.00 each, all proceeds will go to St. Mary’s church. 

The Singing for Fun group is 

led by Jean Gardiner with 

Malcolm Chilton on piano.  

Singing for Fun sessions are enjoyable, uplifting and inspiring. 

They last for one hour. Valuable tips are given to improve 

breathing technique and performance. Singers of all levels of ability are 

welcome.  The Group occasionally ‘sings out’ , performing at various venues.  

The group meets at  St Mary’s Church Hall on various Wednesdays throughout 

the year, at 7:20pm for 7:30pm. See below for REVISED dates:   

 

Note: These dates are the latest published but may still be subject to 

amendment. Please ensure that Jenny Lochen has your email address to be kept informed of any changes 

and further dates.  

We meet again after the Winter break on Wednesday, 1st March, 2017 

  Singing for Fun 

7th December  

* Saturday 10th Dec.  Carolathon at St Mary’s  

1st March 2017 

*All dates apart from 10th 

Dec are in St Mary’s Church 

Hall at 7:30pm Timings for 

10th December will be 

advised in due course.  

Jean Gardiner 
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Di & David Burt (01903 248204) and Julie & Russell Marlow (01903 249685) 

 

http://www.christianaid.org.uk/ 

The Advent Hope service at Lancing College held on 
28th November will have a report in the next issue.  

The collections for the Haiti appeal were so welcome 
and our thanks to everyone who supported this 
emergency relief fund. The concert by “Sussex Gruffs” 

was a very enjoyable evening and the proceeds were 
kindly donated to add to the collections. This in all 
together with the Gift Aid amounted to £635.38 which 

is a marvellous figure for which we thank you so much.  

 

 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

 
December is the season of school Christmas productions, some of them Nativity plays, that tell the 
familiar Christmas story....or at least a story put together from various parts of the Bible. 

 
Just two of the four Gospel writers, Matthew and Luke, give us an account of the Christmas story. 
John tells us about the Word made flesh in a prologue to his Gospel and Mark presents us with an 

adult Jesus ready to be baptised. 
 
Luke tells us about the Archangel Gabriel, Mary's visit to Elizabeth, the journey to Bethlehem, 

Jesus' birth and the laying of the baby in a manger because there was no room at the inn. Then we 
hear about the shepherds. 
 

In Matthew's shorter story, it is Joseph who is visited by an angel and there's nothing about 
Elizabeth, a manger or shepherds. What Matthew does tell us about, is the visit of wise foreigners 
and their gifts, a story of terrible brutality towards children, the distress of their grieving parents 

and how the saviour of the world became a refugee. 
 

Stories of equally callous brutality in Syria and Iraq have stained 2016 with fresh blood and the 
airwaves carry the cries of contemporary agony. Matthew's saviour-refugee will speak of 
judgement on the behaviour of those who respond to the needs of the stranger, the hungry, the 

homeless, the detained prisoner and the sick. Our care for the homeless, the hungry, the prisoner 
and the refugee, is the welcome we offer to the one born in Bethlehem at Christmas. 
 

May this Christmas be a joy to you and to everyone. 
With every good wish, 
 

+Mark Sowerby 
Bishop of Horsham 

 

A Christmas Letter from 

Bishop Mark …. 
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Parish Mission Giving 2016 - 17   

THE LEPROSY MISSION - WORLD LEPROSY DAY 31.01.16 

http://www.leprosymission.org.uk 
Focusing on the physical, social, spiritual and psychological needs of 
people affected by leprosy, transforming lives in Asia and Africa. 

MOTHERS’ UNION        http://www.mothersunion.org 

Demonstrating Christian faith in action, promoting stable marriage, 
family life and the protection of children. 

LIVABILITY    http://www.livability.org.uk 

Working with disabled and disadvantaged people to achieve choice, 
independence and opportunity. 

CHURCH MISSION SOCIETY     https://www.cms-uk.org 

Supporting our Mission Partner, Sharon Wilcox, working with children 
with severe learning disabilities in Ecuador. 

STREET PASTORS WORTHING   http://www.streetpastors.org 

The church in action on the streets, caring, listening, helping. 

MAF    https://www.maf-uk.org 

Using planes to transform the lives of the world’s most isolated people 
in need. 

CHURCH HOUSING TRUST      http://churchhousingtrust.org.uk 

Supports people who have been homeless, funding the help they need 
to rebuild their lives. 

CHRISTIAN RESOURCE MINISTRIES 

Spreading the Christian message in outlying areas and running an 
orphanage in Malawi. 
https://christianresourceministries.wordpress.com 

WORTHING CHURCHES’ HOMELESS PROJECTS 

Supporting and re-building lives of homeless people in Worthing. 
http://www.wchp.org.uk 

Recommendations and Suggestions please 

Throughout the year in each copy of GPN you will have seen a featured organisation which the 
parish has supported this year through financial giving and prayer.  We hope you have found 

these articles interesting and informative.   

At this time of year we think about the selection of organisations for the parish to support for 

the following 12 months.  The Mission Giving Committee met at the end of October to make 
the final selection.  This will be submitted for approval at the next meeting of the PCC in early 
December and will be published in the February/March 2017 edition of GPN. 

The terms of reference for the Mission Giving Committee set out clearly the type of 

organisations which the PCC will consider for mission giving and support, as follows: 

 a selection of Christian organisations engaged in Mission work, covering international, 
national and local organisations. 

We cannot therefore consider any secular charities.  These are, of course, worthy causes. 
However the PCC believes that giving to secular charities should be an individual, personal 
choice. 

This year we have supported: 

Continued….. 

http://www.leprosymission.org.uk
http://www.mothersunion.org
http://www.livability.org.uk
https://www.cms-uk.org
http://www.streetpastors.org
https://www.maf-uk.org
http://churchhousingtrust.org.uk
https://christianresourceministries.wordpress.com
http://www.wchp.org.uk
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A full list of Missions and charities supported by our Parish can be found on the Parish Website at: 

http://goringbyseaparish.org.uk 

We very much welcome your suggestions.  It is really helpful to the committee to have some 
outside input, as there are so many very worthy Christian organisations from which to select. 

If you have any suggestions, please let one of the committee (Rev George Butler, Ruth 

Jepson, Alison Evans, Julie Marlow, Janet Annis) know. 

Ruth Jepson 

Chair, Mission Giving Committee 

(01903 507469) (ruthmjepson@gmail.com) 

Churches Together in Goring.  

The Saints and Sinners event was held on October 8th at English Martyr’s R.C. Church. In the afternoon 

there was a Cream Tea with a Lucky Dip, Preserves and Card Stalls. A Fish and Chip Supper, with a Raffle 

and a Bar was held in the evening. We were able to send £800.00 to the Worthing Homeless Project. Thank 

you to all those who supported these events. 

Some dates for your diary: 

Sat. 17th December 10:30 – 11:30 we shall be Carol Singing at the 

Mulberry Shops. Members of St. Mary’s music group will be playing 
and mince pies will be served! Please come and enjoy taking the 
Christmas message into the local community. 

 

Monday 19th December. The monthly prayer meeting will be held 

at St. Laurence’s church from 2:00 -3:00pm. Everyone is welcome. 

January 18th – 25th 2017 Week of prayer for Christian Unity  

                                                                             Sarah Stovell (CTG St Mary’s Rep.)     01903 535289 

AIM INTERNATIONAL      http://www.aimint.org/eu 

Reaching Africa’s unreached peoples with the Good News of Jesus 
Christ. 

ST FRANCIS SCHOOL, PAKISTAN.   (no web site) 

Working to eradicate illiteracy and poverty through education of 
Christian children who may otherwise end up in child labour 

*CHICHESTER DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION FOR FAMILY 

SUPPORT 
Assisting families within our Diocese through our local support worker. 
http://familysupportwork.org/ 

*Christian Aid:  http://www.christianaid.org.uk 

through door to door collections in May -  See page 9. 

*The Children’s Society:  http://www.childrenssociety.org.uk 

through donation boxes  - See page 20.     

*Articles on these Missions can be found on other pages in GPN. 

Parish Mission Giving 2016 - 17  ……   continued ……... 

http://www.aimint.org/eu
http://familysupportwork.org/
http://www.christianaid.org.uk
http://www.childrenssociety.org.uk
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Christian Breadcrumbs 10:   Christmas 

By The Very Reverend C.R. Campling, Dean Emeritus of Ripon 

Immanuel: God with us 

Some people have a curmudgeonly attitude towards Christmas. 
World-weary folk find the present-giving and the card-sending, the 
parties, the family reunions, the drinking and the over-eating, the 

crowded shops, the ubiquitous lights and the general excitement a 
bore and a distraction from the business of every-day living. And 
some Christians - to their shame - look askance at those (the vast 

majority) who enjoy the festive season but ignore its true meaning.  
 
We know that the 25th December cannot be the precise date of 

Jesus' birth. We know, too, that there are a few days at the end of the year when a calendar 
based on the movement of the moon had to be adjusted to synchronise with the movement of the 
sun; and that this period was a time of drinking and junketing and topsy-turvy behaviour. The 

Church decided that this period of universal jollity would be a good time to celebrate the birth of 
Christ.  
 

There are three ways in which we can do this.  
 
First we can enjoy it with the world as a universal celebration of love and generosity. 'Universal' 

because God's love is for everyone whatever their understanding or ignorance of it. Children's 
belief in Father Christmas, the Great Present-Giver, fits into this. Families get together, friendships 

are renewed by the exchange of Christmas cards, and close relationships are strengthened by the 
giving of presents, societies and clubs and offices enjoy their Christmas dinners, and people 
decorate their houses with glowing lights. So the season is found to be an exciting and happy one 

which we can all enjoy. (But we must be careful to see that those who are sad at this time and 
feel left out are looked after.)  
 

Secondly, we can also enjoy Christmas at the 'story' level. The story of Christ's birth is a mighty 
one which has grown and continues to grow in the telling, as camels, kings, oxen and asses and 
Christmas trees and the paraphernalia for Christingle get added to it. So we go to Carol Services 

to hear the story told and enhanced by the carols; children enter into the story by acting in 
nativity plays, or just by crawling into the crib and handling the pieces; we attend the Midnight 
Eucharist and find in our hearts the story and something of the peace and joy of the Christ child. 

 
Thirdly, we can contemplate and apply to ourselves and to the world around us the amazing truth 
that Christmas represents. We do so in prayer and with profound love, saying, "Immanuel", 

meaning, "God is with us"; and His name will be called “Jesus”, which means "God saves his 
people". Jesus the baby will grow into Jesus the MAN who will give his life for the restoration of 

the world. This is our Gospel. This is our joy.  
 
Happy Christmas! Happy Christmas! Happy Christmas!  
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Our Parish Mission Focus for December  

 

Chichester 
Diocesan 
Association for Family Support Work (FSW) 
 
FSW works to support families overcome difficult 
periods in their lives with positive, emotional and 
practical advice. They also offer volunteer 
opportunities for people wishing to help in their 
community. Free and confidential support is 
offered to parents or carers and their children 
age 0-18. They work with all types of families 
and with anyone who has responsibility for the 
care of children, whether they are married, 
single, separated, partners, divorced, bereaved 
or grandparents. They support all family 
members. The families supported include: 

 

 offenders 

 asylum seekers and refugees 

 substance abusers 

 minority ethnic groups 

 children and young people at risk 
 
FWS’s community based work is focussed mainly on deprived coastal areas and isolated rural 
areas of Sussex.  Common issues are: 

 unemployment 

 poor quality housing 

 mental health difficulties 

 long standing life-limiting illness or disability 

 learning difficulties 

 abuse in the home 

 inability to afford food/clothing 

 
They find that families in crisis withdraw themselves from the community through lack of self-
esteem and self-confidence, become isolated, depressed and unfortunately susceptible to 
alcoholism or drug abuse. FSW’s  goal is to help families cope with today and achieve a better 
future by rebuilding a strong family unit. 
 
Chichester Diocesan Association for Family Support Work 
Garton House 
22 Stanford Avenue 
Brighton, BN1 6AA 
 
Tel: 01273 832963   admin@familysupportwork.org.uk 
Reg Charity No: 285337              www.familysupport.org.uk  
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The Story of Goring and Highdown  - Part  12 - The Goring Smugglers 

 

There is no doubt about the smuggling activities that went on all along the Sussex 
coastline from the Middle Ages until the last century. Exchanging wool and live 

sheep for kegs of spirits was considered fair game by many otherwise law-abiding 
citizens. Kipling’s line which ends ‘… and brandy for the Parson’, suggests that even 
the local clergy were not averse to benefiting from the nefarious nocturnal activities 

of their parishioners. Along the South coast piety and brandy kegs were not 

necessarily considered to be incompatible. 

 

The earliest account of smuggling in Goring comes from the 14th century. In 1394 it is recorded that a 
pardon was granted to a certain John Russell of Lewes, because he “with others, shipped oversea at night on 
the feast of St Margaret, 3 sacks of wool, uncustomed and uncoketted, in Kyngeston Haven at Goring, in the 

boat of Laurence Blake, a denizen, and in like manner exported on Friday night in the first week of August 

from Kyngeston four sacks in sixteen pockets in the vessel of John Paynot.” 

 

The good flat beach at Goring remained a favourite place for the later import smuggler, as well as being 
constantly used by ‘the owlers’. During the 18th century, when the ‘trade’ was at its peak, there were 
innumerable engagements between smugglers and preventative men along the coast. If a large cargo was 

being landed, dozens of men would be employed as speed was essential. A great many hostelries depended 
for their supplies on the smugglers, and nearby inns would often take ‘immediate delivery’. It would be 
interesting to know how often the cellars of the Bull’s Head were opened late at night to receive kegs and 

barrels from the Goring runners. 

 

The numbers of men involved in an exchange on the beach were quite staggering. 

One summer night in 1720, two hundred men armed with guns, pistols, clubs, 
swords and blunderbusses assembled on Goring beach. A quantity of wool was 
shipped out and a large quantity of brandy came in. This was quickly loaded on to 

horses carrying 2, 3 or 4 half-anker tubs. During the proceedings a customs officer 
arrived on the scene and courageously challenged the smugglers. He was first 

sworn at, and then assaulted and injured. 

 

In the same year at Ferring there was an engagement between the customhouse officers and upwards of 
sixty armed men. In the battle, William Gouldsmith, the officer, had a horse shot under him. In 1749, three 
smugglers received the death sentence, John Geering, William Trower and Thomas Holman, for being 

involved with 15 others in a smuggling affray at Goring in which a dragoon named Bath was shot and killed. 

 

The coastal downland behind Goring was famous for its huge flocks of fine sheep. Sometimes rather than 

wool or fleece it was live sheep that were smuggled out, and one can imagine the almost comic 

performances as men attempted to drive these sheep into small boats in pitch darkness. 

 

In 1838, this time in midwinter, about 7am in the morning, a boat containing 64 tubs of contraband spirits 
was captured by the preventative force at the new Goring Station, but only after the company had 
succeeded in working upwards of 50 clean away. Goring having the reputation of a respectable past, it is 

suggested that these naughty men came from Littlehampton or Shoreham, perhaps from Brighton which was 

very much ‘in the news’ at the time. 
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Several other places in the parish claim to have some connection with smuggling. There is a cottage on the 

south side of the Goring Road a few hundred yards from St Mary’s Church, which has been known as 
Thatched Cottage or Tudor Cottage, and now 201 Goring Road. It appears to be some four hundred years 
old and is said to have been one of the hiding places for contraband goods. Inside, all the floors are uneven, 

as are the stairs. The upstairs rooms are really situated in the roof, the windows being level with the floor. 

Whether it was a smuggler’s store or not, it is probably the oldest dwelling-place in Goring. 

 

    

The old house called Tudor Cottage or Thatched Cottage 
c.1935, now 201 Goring Road 

 

 

The Blacksmith’s Forge (demolished in 1966) may have served as another hiding place during its long 

history. When Sam Haffenden took over the premises at the turn of the century, he found a large ancient 
cupboard hidden away which was full of bottle racks. The deeds of the Forge go back to the 17th century, 

although its original use appears to have been as a Malthouse and it was then known as ‘Fryers’. 

 

The road near Sea Place called Smugglers Walk has a less certain connection with the activities of runners. It 
was named after the old building now called Smugglers Farm which can be found on the north side of the 
road, and which originally formed part of the Sea Place manor. However, there appears to be no record of it 

being called Smugglers Farm before this century. 

 

By the middle of the 19th century smuggling had almost died out in its old form, except for the occasional run 

by fisherman or longshoremen. The profit margin became too low and the coast too well guarded, and the 
gangs gradually dispersed. A permanent coastguard station and three cottages had been built soon after 
1800 south of the Plantation, a position which overlooked the beach from the Worthing coastguard station to 

Kingston. By 1900 it was unused and falling into disrepair. 

 

One short verse from the miller’s summerhouse must bring the account of 
John Olliver and his times to a close. Lucas in his book on Sussex 

mentions that near the tomb was a mechanical arrangement of death’s 
heads, which he presumed ‘might keep the miller’s thoughts from straying 
when, as with Dr Johnson’s philosopher, ‘cheerfulness would creep in’. But 

was John Olliver really that melancholy? I wonder. Standing by the tomb, 
even today with so much housing in view, it is still possible to make his 

words our own. 

“Stranger, enjoy this sweet enchanting scene, 

The pleasing landscape, and the velvet green; 

Yet, though the eye delighted rove, 

Think of better scenes above.” 

Janet Annis and Allan Plumpton 

Extracted from ‘The Story of Goring and Highdown’ by kind permission of Rev Frank Fox-Wilson 

Father Frank Fox-Wilson kindly donated the profit from the sale of this book to St. Mary’s for the 
redecoration of the church interior during 1988. 

If you wish to obtain a copy of this out-of-print book, here’s the link to ABEBOOKS to purchase second-hand 
copies: http://www.abebooks.co.uk/book-search/isbn/0951272217 

http://www.abebooks.co.uk/book-search/isbn/0951272217
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Saturday evening, 10th September, saw a goodly number of St. Mary’s congregation 

gather in the Hall for a Patronal Festival Supper. It was a magnificent supper, prepared 

by Jonathan Davidson and his friends, comprising quiches and salads of every 

description, followed by Autumn Fool - apple and rhubarb topped with cream.   

After supper came the “entertainment”, entitled Goring’s Got Talent. Fr George opened 

proceedings with some well-loved ballads. Then Margaret Walker shared with us her 

passion for quilting, and showed us some marvellous examples of her work. Penelope 

Corp (acc. Sarah Stovell) sang three songs reminiscent of yesteryear, while Patricia 

Plumpton (acc. Alison Evans) emotionally sang a very sad tale of two loving rats who 

“disappeared” while looking for cheese. John Stovell (acc. Sarah Stovell) sang the 

Hippopotamus song – with the help of everyone singing the chorus and Anne Giddins 

got us all to sing a poor Gardener’s version of “All things bright and beautiful”. Mrs 

Alexander must surely have been turning in her grave! In between some of these items 

Fr George continued to entertain us with lovely songs and ballads. 

We are indebted to all those who made the evening such a pleasurable one.   

SOCIAL ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE 

Deanery Confirmation 

 

On Sunday 13th November at 6:00pm The Rt Revd Mark Sowerby, Bishop of Horsham, presided at 

a service of Holy Eucharist with Baptism and Confirmation at St Mary’s. There were three 

candidates from St Mary’s: Tony Burnett, Tanya Jay and Jack Walker; together with Gavin and 

Jacky Teague from St Mary the Virgin, Sompting; Gerald Hibbs and Richard Adams from Findon, 

Clapham & Patching and Karen Laker from St Matthew’s, Worthing. Families and friends, together 

with clergy from all the churches, were present to support the candidates and rejoice with them 

at this significant moment on their journey of Christian faith and discipleship. 

  Janet Annis          

Patronal Festival Supper 
-------------------------- 



17 

 

 

2.4 billion people don’t have somewhere safe, 
clean and hygienic to go to the loo. That’s 
more than a third of the people on the planet 
 
 

Toilet Twinning is a simple, quirky way to solve a serious problem and 

save lives. 

Toilet Twinning funds the work of international relief and development agency Tearfund. Your 

donation will be used to provide clean water, basic sanitation, and hygiene education. This vital 

combination works together to prevent the spread of disease. Children are healthier, and able to go 

to school; parents are well enough to work their land and grow enough food to feed their family. 

With better health, and more ability to earn a living, men and women discover the potential that lies 

within them to bring transformation.  

Family by family, community by community, nation by nation, poverty is being flushed away.  

For just £60, you can twin your loo with a latrine halfway around the world, in a country of your 

choosing. For £240, you can twin with a school block or toilets in a displacement camp. Your 

smallest room becomes the proud owner of a certificate, complete with a photo and GPS 

coordinates so you can look up your twin on Google Maps 
Toilet Twinning Supporter Services   Reg. Charity No 265464 (Tear Fund) 

1052-1054 Christchurch Road    Telephone: 0300 321 3217 (UK only) 

Bournemouth       www.toilettwinning.org 
BH7 6DS       info@toilettwinning.org 

Our Parish Mission Focus for January 2017….. 

 

News from Pastor Dimba at Christian Resource Ministries, 

Malawi  – an email received on 16 September 2016 

Dear Sister Ruth Jepson, 
  
Greetings to you in Jesus Christ our Lord 
 

I want to praise with you for the wonder of His Grace as we have received funds enough to feed 
the orphans the whole month of September 2016, which is so blessing! This has become possible 
because of your prayers and support to this ministry. Please share the good news to all the saints 

over there.  
 

In Christ Jesus, Moricio  

http://www.tearfund.org/
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November 2016 

27 November ADVENT SUNDAY 

 Launch of The Year of the Bible on 4th December (the Second Sunday of Advent)  

         with people bringing their Bibles to church 

 The Bible Society’s campaign Live the Bible 

December 2016 

 Launch of the School Art Competition 

January 2017 

 Travelling Roadshows around the Diocese on ‘Exploring the Story’ 

February 2017 

 Travelling Roadshows 

 Talk at St Mary’s Church Hall, 9:30am - 12:00pm 

 Book at Breakfast at the cathedral on 8th and 9th February at 9:00am 

 Discussing Simon Taylor’s book How to Read the Bible (without switching off your brain) 

March 2017 

1 March ASH WEDNESDAY 

 Lent Course - Hear the Word of the Lord 

 Talk at St Mary’s Church Hall, 9:30am - 12:00pm 

April 2017 

9 April PALM SUNDAY 

16 April EASTER DAY 

 Lent Course - Hear the Word of the Lord - concludes 

 Judging of the School Art Competition 

 Archdeaconry of Brighton and Lewes on The Bible and Science on 23rd March at 10:30am at Holy Cross, 

Woodingdean 

(May - November 2017 will appear in the next issue of GPN) 

Throughout the Year 

 On the website, there will be recommended books on the Bible, starting with books recommended by the Bishops 

for Christmas 

 There will be available a range of resources for personal study or for groups including The Bible Course: Get the 

Big Picture; Making Good Sense of the Bible; and Lyfe 

 Schools and parishes are encouraged to use Open the Book for collective worship and in schools the new 

resource for Religious Education Understanding Christianity will be used. 

The Year of the Bible: November 2016 - November 2017 
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Nature Watch: December 2016 

 

Now that winter approaches it is good to look back at some of the wildlife I’ve come across during 

the summer. I have started with the Red Admiral as this lovely insect has had a late showing in the 

autumn when many butterflies didn’t fare so well. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Another late October visitor to our pond 

was a Common Darter dragonfly. He 

persisted as long as the sun shone. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I was told that a kingfisher had been spotted on 

Ferring Rife, so I dropped by there near the 

Country Centre. We were very fortunate as 

shortly after arrival one flew by and perched for 

a short, while enabling me to take this picture. 

 

What a delightful bird it is. 
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Coffee Time on Thursdays is after the 10:00am Communion Service. It is 

not just for those who attend the service. It is for anyone and everyone: an 

opportunity for fellowship. Come and join us. We offer freshly-brewed coffee, 

hot chocolate, teas, etc., at the best prices in town! 

Penelope Corp 

 

 

I’m not good at identifying moths so when this one was 

spotted in the garden I sent the picture to “Wild call” at 

Sussex Wild life Trust. Jess replied very quickly to say it was 

a Hummingbird Hawk moth. I have seen these occasionally 

hovering amongst the plants just like a humming bird but 

this was the first time I had seen one perched. A real treat 

from this continental visitor. 

 

I hope there will be much of interest even in the darker 

winter days. A very Happy Wildlife-spotting New Year. 

David Burt   dd.aburt@btinternet.com  

Nature Watch: December 2016  Continued from page 19 .. 

 

It’s Christingle time once more. This is a very enjoyable service pointing us to Jesus as the light of 
the world. Goring Primary School will be having a service in school for the 360 children there and 
West Park Primary School will hold one in St Mary’s. St. Mary’s will have a Christingle within the 

December family service and on the 29th January there will be one at St. Laurence’s church within 
their Family Service. The Society is so grateful for the support it receives from these services. 

We wish you every blessing for the new year. 

Di & David Burt 01903 248204 

 

The coffee morning and box opening was held on 5th 
November which was a very happy time. Many thanks to all 
who helped and supported the event. A special thank you to Jill 

Osborn who kindly entertained us on the piano as the school 
choir was unable to come as planned. The total raised, 
including gift aid, was £1007.81. 

mailto:dd.aburt@btinternet.com
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The Social Committee enjoys planning these social occasions but 
sometimes needs extra pairs of hands to run the events smoothly.   If 
you would like to become a Friend of SAC, Sylvia Jarrett would be very 

pleased to hear from you. 

We look forward to seeing you at these events. 

With Thanks from your Social Activities Committee: Penelope Corp, Pat Cross, Liz Hill, Sylvia 

Jarrett, Jenny Lochen, Raye Mills, Graeme Richardson, Sarah Stovell and Barbara Webber.  

News from the  

Social Activities Committee 

The Social Activities Committee raises valuable funds for the church with our events. One of our 

main purposes is to bring the church community together in a social setting. For any of these 

events to be successful we need your full support. There is a list of our events in the Porch.   

For the Social Activities Committee - Sarah Stovell  

Autumn Fair  -    Saturday October 15th2016 

On a sunny morning the Church Hall doors were opened to welcome many visitors to 

our Autumn Fair. The stalls all looked very appealing: we had colourful tea-cosies, 

vibrant cyclamens, shining glassware with gifts on the bottle tombola {everyone a 

winner!}, and the bric-a-brac and toy stalls were full of tempting gifts for the 

bargain hunters. Friends from St. Laurence ran a generous tombola, while cards and 

calendars reminded us that Christmas will soon be here. As a new idea, there was a 

Bible table where different versions of a text could be compared for personal 

preference. 

There were welcome refreshments prepared and put on sale by a busy team of 

“cooks”. 

Holding our annual fair in October proved to be successful. We have raised in excess 

of £600 so far but there are still Cards and Calendars on sale at the back of the 

Church which will raise this figure. 

The Social Activities Committee would like to thank everyone who supported the Fair 

in their various ways.  

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

SAT. 10TH DECEMBER 2016  10:00---17:00  CAROLATHON 

SAT. 28TH JANUARY 2017 BURNS’ NIGHT 

SAT. 25TH FEBRUARY 2017 QUIZ NIGHT 
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News from the Traidcraft  Stall 
Thank you to everyone who has supported the Traidcraft Stall this year. Special 
thanks to Pam and Bernie Goodsell who helped out earlier in the year, and to Lucinda 
Cox who looked after it when I have been away. 

We have recently received a letter from Traidcraft Exchange, thanking us for 
jewellery donated by several ladies of the Parish. In it, they informed us that over 

£29,000 has been made this year by making new items from donated jewellery. This 
money will be used to further training projects among farming communities and 

training others in crafts in the poorest of parts of the world. 

Traidcraft will continue to recycle unwanted/broken jewellery. If you have any 

jewellery you no longer want to keep, I will be pleased to pass this on to Traidcraft. 

There will still be time to place an order for Christmas goods in early December (if 

you want something not normally stocked) and there are a few Christmassy items left 

on the stall, which will be open on 11th and 18th December.  

                Janice Lelliott 

Our Parish now has a new official Facebook page! It’s called St Mary’s and St 

Laurence’s Churches, Parish of Goring-by-Sea, West Sussex, and will include all 

our latest news. We also invite you to post to the page your news of events, 

concerts, activities of groups associated with our churches; wedding/christening 

photos, all the things you think might be of interest on a page like this. Rosemary 

Jones and Kate Henwood are the administrators of the page. Please contact us with 

any comments or suggestions. Please also share the page and its postings with your friends!  

New official Goring Parish Facebook page!  

https://www.facebook.com/StMaryAndStLaurenceGoringBySea/ 

Thank you … 

 

 

Our very grateful thanks to Gillian Marchant who is stepping 

down from the flower rota after twenty years. We have all 

much enjoyed the lovely arrangements Gillian has created 

over this time and a huge thank you to her for her loyal 

commitment to St Mary’s. 

https://www.facebook.com/StMaryAndStLaurenceGoringBySea/
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ST LAURENCE’S CHURCH 

ON THE CORNER OF SEA PLACE/BROOK BARN WAY 

MONTHLY FAMILY SERVICES 

  

Our services are easy to follow, relaxed and suitable for all ages.  
We welcome children and have a range of toys and books 
available for them at the back of the church.  Guides, Brownies 
and Rainbows participate in the services on parade Sundays. 

Please come along, you will be made very welcome 

Join us in the hall for a cuppa and chat before the service 
  

 
Sunday 27th November       Advent Sunday 
  

Preparing for Christmas 
  

Coffee and children’s activities from 10.30am 

The children will be making Christmas cards to 
show off their creative skills! 
  

11:00: Family/Parade Service with 
Communion 

We shall be collecting new (and as good as 
new) toys for distribution to local families via 
the Diocesan Association for Family Support – 
please bring them along. 

 

                            
                           Christmas Eve Saturday 24th December 

                           18:00: Carols and Readings 
  

                           Christmas Day Sunday 25th December 

                           11:00: Family Service with Communion 
  

                                       Please come and join us to celebrate. 
  

Sunday 29th January 2017 11am: Family/Parade  
Service with Communion – Christingle 

Coffee and children’s activities from 10.30 

The children will be making the Christingles ready  
for the service. 
  

For more details please ring: Ruth on 507469 or Julie on 249685 
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This Reversal of All Things  

If we want to be part of these events, 

Advent and Christmas, 

We cannot just sit there like a theatre audience 

And enjoy all the lovely pictures. 

Instead, we ourselves will be caught up in this action, 

This reversal of all things; 

We must become actors on this stage. 

For this is a play in which each spectator has a part to play, 

And we cannot hold back. 

What will our role be? 

Worshipful shepherds bending the knee, or kings bringing gifts? 

What is being enacted when Mary becomes the mother of God, 

When God enters the world in a lowly manger? 

 

We cannot come to this manger 

In the same way that we would approach the cradle of any other child. 

Something will happen to each of us 

Who decides to come to Christ’s manger. 

Each of us will have been judged or redeemed before we go away. 

Each of us will either break down, 

Or come to know that God’s mercy is turned toward us … 

What does it mean 

To say such things about the Christ child?... 

It is God, the Lord and Creator of all things, who becomes so small here, 

Comes to us in a little corner of the world, 

Unremarkable and hidden away, 

Who wants to meet us and be among us 

As a helpless, defenceless child.       Dietrich Bonhoeffer (1906 - 1945) 

     (There is a Study Group meeting about Dietrich Bonhoeffer on Wed 7th December at 19:15 in St Mary’s - Ed)                      
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ST. MARY’S & ST LAURENCE’S  CHURCHES  

CAROLATHON 
SATURDAY 10TH DECEMBER 2016  

In St. Mary’s Church, Goring-by-Sea   
 

10:00 TILL 16:30 

 

FEATURING: 

 Goring Primary School, 

 Steel Band 

 

 

West Park Primary School, 

Singing for Fun choir 

 

 

St Mary’s Music group 

Musical Express 

Various Solo Artists 

 

Refreshments available in the Church Hall 

In Aid of Worthing Churches Homeless Project 

and Family Support Work 
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Hans Feibusch (1898-1998): A Classicism Hardly Won 

(By kind permission of Sarah Jackson, Communications Officer at Pallant House Gallery in 
Chichester.  First  published in Pallant House Gallery Magazine, issue 40 October 2016 – February 
2017.) 
 

In 1997 the entire contents of Hans Feibusch’s London studio was gifted to Pallant 
House Gallery. As the first exhibition of these previously unseen drawings opens in the 

De’Longhi Print Room, art historian Monica Bohm-Duchen explores how the artist 
turned to classicism in search of order in a war-torn world.  

When German-Jewish émigré Hans Feibusch died on 18 July 1998, four weeks short of his 100th 
birthday, he had long had the dubious honour of being the sole surviving artist to have featured in 
the Nazis’ infamous 1937 Degenerate Art exhibition. In this country, however, he remains best-

known as a prolific mural painter, working primarily, although by no means, exclusively for the 
Church of England. 

The trajectory of his long career is a complex and fascinating one. Born in Frankfurt-am-Main on 
15 August 1898 into an assimilated and cultured German-Jewish family, in 1916-18 he 

experienced the indelible horrors of the Russian Front; once the war had ended, he briefly studied 
medicine before committing himself to a career as a painter. Having studied in Munich, Berlin, 
Italy and Paris, he established a reputation for himself in the liberal cultural climate of the Weimar 

Republic.  

Like his teacher Karl Hofer (and other German artists such as Max Beckmann), he can be seen to 
fit broadly within the ambit of the Neue Sachlichkeit (New Objectivity) movement, which sought to 
temper the emotional rawness of pre-war German Expressionism with a greater solidity and 

stability of form. In 1930 he was awarded the German Grand State Prize for Painters. 

As the following chilling story makes clear, however, change was imminent. "We were the young, 
the challengers. Then Hitler's edict came, forbidding all Jews from practising art. The group (the 
avant-garde Frankfurter Kunstlerbund) called a meeting to discuss it, and one member who had 

joined a year or two before… appeared in Nazi uniform. He jumped on a table and, pointing at the 
Jews with his riding whip, said 'You'll never show again'. That was the thing that really made me 
decide to leave." 

So, sensibly, leave he did, in September 1933. Arriving in England with his English-Jewish wife-to-

be Sidonie Gestetner, he soon found a place for himself in the British art world. His first one-man 
exhibition in London took place in 1934 at the Lefevre Gallery; and in 1938 he embarked on a 
mural project - for a Methodist chapel in London’s Colliers Wood - that would mark the beginning 

of an illustrious career in this field. Further commissions came thick and fast, many of them in 
Sussex, owing to the enlightened patronage of Dr. George Bell, the fiercely anti-Nazi Bishop of 
Chichester, under whose influence Feibusch converted to Anglicanism in the 1960s. While other 

Jewish artists such as Marc Chagall and Jacob Epstein have been fascinated by the figure of Jesus 
and – often controversially – worked for the Christian Church, few went as far as to convert.  

1946 saw the publication of his book Mural Painting, an eloquent and erudite plea for “fire” to 
replace the “anaemia and whimsicality” endemic to much modern wall painting. Although from 

now on murals would occupy much of his time and energy, Feibusch continued to produce vivid 
portraits, images of animals, still lifes and landscapes and from 1970 onwards, sculpture as well. 

As the powerful drawings in the current exhibition testify, the human form - endowed with a 
sculptural monumentality yet intensely human - remained pivotal to his oeuvre. Tellingly, he once 
commented on the art promoted by the Nazis that "It was a fake classicism - just the surface with 

no real understanding of the emotions that lay beneath”. In contrast, Feibusch’s classicism was 
hard-won – an assertion of the need to impose order and nobility on a world blighted by war and 
destruction. 
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In the early 1990s, partly prompted by a renewed awareness of the horrors of the Holocaust in 
which several close family members had perished, he left the Church of England and returned to his 

Jewish roots – a move that found artistic expression in a series of expressionistically anguished 
paintings indirectly alluding to the greatest traumas of the twentieth century. In the end, it is hardly 
surprising that classicism, albeit mediated by the humanism of the Italian Renaissance, could no 

longer win the day. 

                    Monica Bohm-Duncan, art historian  

Hans Feibusch: Unseen Drawings runs in the De’Longhi Print Room , Pallant House Gallery from 
18 January – 5 March 2017. Dr Alan Powers will give a talk on 20th century mural painting on 
Thursday 19 January, 6pm.  

 

Hans Feibusch artwork in St Mary’s Church 

Rosemary Jones 
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The ‘Footsteps to Christ’ in the Bible Garden  

 
Back in the summer I reinstated the 'Footsteps 

to Christ' paving stones in the Bible Garden. 
They'd gradually disappeared as paving stones 
do, sinking into the grass, and I went and dug 

them all up again! I gather they were originally 
placed there in the 1990s, and out the back in 
church there are mugs with these stones on.... 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

This is a photo that 
Rosalind Hore has 
shown me - this is her 

sculpture 'Come Unto 
Me' being blessed by 
Bishop Lindsay in the 

Bible Garden in 1996. 
There is a plaque on 
the sculpture plinth in 

memory of the people 
whose names are 
inscribed on it. 

Rosalind tells me that 
she also designed the 
mugs which are in the 

church as part of a 
parish mission then, 

and the stepping 
stones were placed in 
the Bible Garden then 

too. 
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Rosemary Jones 

 

 

 

 

SIMEON’S WATCH 

 

A puzzle in the family at Christmas 

by Bridget Foreman 
 

Leah keeps losing things. First it was her knitting, then the sheep, and now her father keeps 

wandering off. She frequently loses her temper and some days she thinks she’s losing her mind. 
Or is it her father Simeon who’s doing that? Staring out of the window, muttering about angels, 
waiting with unshakeable conviction for ‘God knows what’. It’s all a game to Leah’s daughter, 

which only makes things worse. Something has to change. 
As the nights draw in, watching her father’s dementia slow him down and her daughter’s future 

race ahead, Leah seems to be waiting too – but for what? 
Simeon’s Watch is an engaging new play about family. A wonderful story about growing old, 
discovering hope and being surprised. 

 
Get ready for Christmas - make time for Simeon’s Watch. 

Friday 9 December at 7.30 pm – St Mary’s Church, Horsham RH12 1HE  

 

Box Office: 01904 613000, 01403 253762 or online. Tickets: £12 (£10 concessions) 

Watch the trailer – www.ridinglights.org/simeon 

 

http://purchase.tickets.com/buy/TicketPurchase?agency=RIDL&organ_val=40929&event_val=0709&schedule=list
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ACCOUNTING FOR OUR PROPERTIES 

At the last APCM there was discussion over how we account for our properties. 
 

Our two churches and the churchyard are “consecrated properties” and as a parish we do not 
account for their acquisition; they are deemed to be owned by the diocese and not the PCC. 
 

This leaves us with two church halls, the Molson Gardens, the car park and 19 Angus Road.  Our 
accounting policy should be consistent over all these properties and I should therefore be grateful if 
I could be pointed towards the appropriate information regarding their acquisition/construction. 

 
At the moment my information is incomplete and is: 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Keith and I would like to pull all the relevant information together for inclusion in our accounts to 31 

December 2016.  Whatever help you can give would be appreciated. 
 
                 Ian Hill 

Angus Road 
  

Acquired in 1995 for £84,000 

St Mary’s Hall 
  

Land acquired in 1939 for £235. I have no details of building 
costs incurred in the  1960s. 
  

St Laurence’s Hall I believe that both the church and the hall were built by the 
parish on land acquired by the parish on 10 August 1937.  I 

do not have details of acquisition or building costs and in all 
probability these will need to be apportioned between the 
church, which was subsequently consecrated and therefore 

to be ignored, and the hall and grounds. 
  

Molson Garden 
  

Purchased in May 1968 for £1,100 

Car Park 
  

This appears to have been in our possession for a very long 
time.  Does anyone have any information? 
 

On Friday 21st October the Sussex Gruffs Male Voice Choir 
performed an interesting and varied programme of music 

conducted by their very talented Musical Director, Howard 
Wilkie.  The concert was in aid of the Haiti Disaster Fund. 

The Sussex Gruffs Male Voice Choir meets every Tuesday at 
St. Symphorian's Church, Durrington Hill, Durrington, 

Worthing BN13 2PU and is very keen to recruit new 
members. All that is required is a love of singing and wanting 
to learn. There is no audition and no need to be able to read 

music. 

Further information can be obtained from the Sussex Gruffs website:  

http://www.sussexgruffsmvc.co.uk 

The Sussex Gruffs Male Voice Choir Charity Concert 
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St Mary’s and St Laurence’s,  

Goring-by-Sea wish you a very  

Happy and Blessed Christmas 

 

We warmly welcome you to celebrate with us at the 
following services: 

 

St Mary’s, Ilex Way 
 

Sunday 18 December - Lessons and Carols:  18:00 
 

Christmas Eve -  Crib Service:    15:00 

   Midnight Mass:    11:30 

Christmas Day -  Holy Communion:   08:00 

   Sung Eucharist:   10:00 
 

St Laurence’s, Sea Place 
 

Christmas Eve -  Carols and Readings:  18:00 

 

Christmas Day -  Sung Eucharist:   11:00 
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As in previous years Rosemary Jones has designed a calendar, entitled 'St Mary's Church and 

Goring-by-Sea', with photos of Goring as well as the church this time. Costing £10.00 as before, 

after expenses, all proceeds will be given to church funds. Here are some tasters to whet your 

appetite: 

2017 Calendars 

 

Copies are available in St Mary’s after the Eucharist service from 

Barbara Webber, or contact Rosemary Jones direct on 01903 241061 
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St Mary’s Social  Circle News . . . 
December/January Meetings  

Leader: LInda Eden Tel.: 01903 368582 

 

New members are 

always welcome. 

Come on, Ladies, 

give us a try!  

 

Annual cost is £8.00 

plus £1.00 per 
meeting (including 

refreshments) 

 

 

Our last meeting of 2016 is on Thursday 8th December  at 7:45pm. 
It is our Christmas evening. Robert and Sarah will be playing your 

favourite Christmas songs and carols. There will be mince pies, 
nibbles and mulled wine. This is an open meeting. Members £1.50, 
non-members £2.00. 

We are making some changes for 2017. Meetings will now be once 
a month on the 4th Thursday except December when it will be on 

the 2nd Thursday. Our starting time will be 7:30pm. Membership 
will remain at £8 a year payable in January and it will still be ladies 
only with several open evenings. Members will still pay £1 per 

meeting but guests will pay £2 which includes refreshments. 

The first meeting of 2017 is on January 26th at 7:30pm and is a talk 

by Margaret Mole entitled The life of an Apprentice! This is an open 
meeting - all are welcome. (Members £1 non-members £2)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Goring Parish News Editorial Team 

wish you all a 

Happy Christmas 

and a 

Wonderful 2017 
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Worthing Theological Society 
Meets normally on the last Monday of the month at West Worthing Baptist Church, 

South Street, Tarring, Worthing at 7:45pm.  Open to all.  

For further information contact Secretary Roger Saville: 01903 219254  

or see website: http://www.gilco.org.uk/wts/ 

Baptisms – We welcome into The Lord’s Family: 

18 September    Reece Fraser Cave 

                          Chloe Marie Cave 

2 October         Maisie Grace North 

                          Hattie Scarlett North 

9 October         Dominic Alfonso Ortegon Cabrera 

23 October       Marlie Anna Winter 

                          Isobel Marietta Erica Lewis 

                 

Weddings – We ask God’s blessing on: 

24 September  Daniel Jackson to Georgina Strohaker 

Marriage Blessing 

6 October       Linda and Paul Rudd 

 

 

Funerals - We offer prayers and sympathy to the family and  

friends of: 

21 September     Audrey Roche 

16 October          Joan Smith 

Baptisms, Marriages and Funerals – September and October  
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And finally … 

What does Christmas cost? 

Shop keepers have to order their cards in January to get the best deals. Restaurants, pubs, travel 
agents etc advertise their prices from July and August, warning you to book early to avoid 
disappointment. 

Obviously Christmas is a welcome addition to a trader’s turnover and profit. We as customers spend 
money for presents, Christmas cards, goods and drink etc and all in all that makes the season of 

good will go well. Then some of us rush to the January sales for those bargains and run up a 
considerable overdraft at the bank, resulting in paying a lot of interest which makes the bargains 
seem far less advantageous on products we probably did not want in the first place. 

Why do we do it? After all, the first Christmas cost nothing – that is to say the fuel for the donkey 

was provided by roadside grazing on the way to Bethlehem. I am sure the innkeeper was a good 
sort, providing the stable free of charge, perhaps some bedding and a little food on a cold night. 
There was no doctor or midwife to pay for and I am sure Mary fed her baby. 

But what a rich outcome! For we are celebrating the birth of our Saviour Jesus Christ: a birth money 
will never - repeat, never - buy. 

Perhaps it is a good idea to have Easter cards in the shops at Christmas just to remind us that 
without the birth of Jesus there would be no Easter…. 

                 Bill Tree 

Family Services at St Mary’s 

Family Services at St. Mary’s will be on the First Sunday each 

month, commencing at 10:00am. All are welcome.  

December: Christingle and Launch of The Year of  

  the Bible - bring your Bible to 

  church 

January:   Fresh Beginnings - bring  

  your  New Year’s Resolutions 

Sussex Historical Churches Trust 
Allan Plumpton would like to thank, through the pages of 

GPN, each one of the 72 friends and associates who 

supported his sponsored ‘alternative’ Ride and Stride event at 

the Croydon Sports arena on Friday 2nd September. This 

eventually raised an amazing £906.40 for the SHCT even 

before gift aid was added. One half of this amount will be 

remitted to the Goring PCC treasurer shortly before Christmas 

for general fund use. 
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Vicar The Revd George Butler goring_parish@btconnect.com 01903 242525 

Reader Mr Keith Lelliott keithlelliott@yahoo.co.uk 01903 504384 

Churchwardens Mr Ian Hill irh.thekyles@ntlworld.com 01903 610021 

  Mrs Barbara Webber babswebber@btinternet.com 01903 240613 

The Vicarage and 
Parish Office 

12 Compton Avenue 
Goring by Sea 

Worthing BN12 4UJ 

goring_parish@btconnect.com 01903 242525 

St Mary’s Hall lettings Mr Philip Webber broxbourne@gmail.com 01903 246583 

St Mary’s Bellringers Mr Graham Hills gmhills@tiscali.co.uk 01903 266980 

St Laurence’s 
Church 

Sea Place,  
Goring by Sea 

Worthing BN12 4BY 

    

Local Wardens Mr Geoffrey Oliver geoffrey_oliver@ntlworld.com 01903 240540 

  Mrs Ruth Jepson ruthmjepson@gmail.com 01903 507469 

St Laurence’s Hall 
lettings 

Mr Geoffrey Oliver geoffrey_oliver@ntlworld.com 01903 240540 

Other Church 
Officers 

      

Safeguarding 
representative (Child 
protection, etc) 

Mrs Kathy Bawcutt kathy.bawcutt@ntlworld.com 01903 501666 

PCC Treasurer Mr Keith Lelliott keithlelliott@yahoo.co.uk 01903 504384 

Parish Giving Officer Mr John Stovell jandsstovell@gmail.com 01903 535289 

Parish Secretary & 
PCC Secretary 

Mrs Barbara Webber babswebber@btinternet.com 01903 240613 

Church Music       

St Mary’s       

Organist Mr George Ford box_of_whistles@hotmail.co.uk 07586 364592 

Choirmaster Mr Alex Bristow ajbristow@sky.com 01903 505554 

Music Group Leader Mr Malcolm Chilton malcolm.chilton@ntlworld.com 01903 506573 

St Laurence’s       

Music Group leader Mr Russell Marlow russellmarlow@btinternet.com 01903 249685 

Communications 
Group 

  goringparishnews@outlook.com   

Editorial Mr Roland Silcox goringparishnews@outlook.com 01903 243970 

  Mr Malcolm Chilton malcolm.chilton@ntlworld.com 01903 506573 

  Mrs Penelope Corp pen.corp00@gmail.com 01903 209448 

Website Mr Stephen Edwards edwards_ste@hotmail.com 01903 709340 

  
Unless otherwise acknowledged, photographs and images included in this publication have been taken either by staff and parishioners 
of Goring parish, are downloaded from the ‘Clipart’ gallery provided by courtesy of Microsoft Corporation or obtained from Wikipedia. 
Goring PCC, as publisher of this magazine, acknowledges and wishes to express its thanks to them. 
  

Parish Contacts  


