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Parish Office opening hours.....
The Parish Office is open Monday to Thursday: 10:00am to 12:00 noon.
It is staffed by volunteers. If you have anything that needs to be handed in, a phone call in advance
may avoid a wasted journey. Money should not be put through the letterbox. If you have money to
pay in and are unable to get to the office, you should hand it to the a Churchwarden or the Treasurer
after services on a Sunday. See the back page for Parish contact information.

Editorial....
Welcome to the December ‘17/ January ‘18 issue of Goring Parish News. Please take time prayerfully
to consider the implications of its contents, and determine what we, the Church in Goring, can offer
to promote the love of God in this place.
Our Editorial Team hopes you will enjoy this issue. GPN is published every other month. Any
subsequent, short-notice, changes to the dates/times published in GPN will be notified in the weekly
Pew Sheet, the Facebook page, or on the Parish website. In this bumper edition we offer you 36
pages packed with interesting articles and news. We hope it continues to inform, entertain and
challenge in equal measures. Please let us know how we are getting on. We welcome your
comments, suggestions and articles. Especially, we thank those of you who have supplied photos for
inclusion. These are appreciated and, we hope you agree, make GPN more attractive to read. Please
keep them coming, but please bear in mind that GPN is printed in Greyscale for those who cannot
receive emails. If you do not wish for your photo, or that of your child, to appear in GPN or on the
Parish website, please contact one of the Clergy, Churchwardens or a member of the Editorial Team
to have that request formally recognised.
We apologise to anyone whose contribution to this edition of GPN has had to be held over to a later
issue. We are really grateful to the many contributors who make our job such a joy. Preferably,
articles should be sent electronically, to goringparishnews@outlook.com Alternatively,
handwritten or typed articles should be sent to the Parish Office.

The next Goring Parish News, Issue no. 57
Edition

Copy Deadline

Issue Date

February / March 2018

Tuesday, January 2nd

Sunday, January 28th

Articles received after the deadline will only be included if time and space permit. It
would help us enormously if you could please send copy well in advance of this date.
If you would like to receive the email version of Goring Parish News, please send your
email address to goringparishnews@outlook.com. To be sure it arrives in your inbox each
month, please add this email address to your contacts list.
Reluctantly, we have had to introduce a charge for the printed version of GPN to cover
West Park School’s costs. The £1 charge will apply from February, 2018.
GPN, including back issues and supplementary articles, can also be found on the Parish website:
http://goringparish.org.
Items for the weekly Pew Sheet should be sent to reach the Parish Office by 11:00am on Wednesdays.
Email to: goring_parish@btconnect.com. Please do not send them to Goring Parish News.
Goring Parish News is published by Goring PCC Parish Office, 12 Compton Avenue, Goring-by-Sea, Worthing, BN12 4UJ

Goring Parish News is printed by West Park School whose support we gratefully acknowledge.
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The Editorial Team

Father George writes:
Do you want to know
What goes on in the core of the Trinity?
I will tell you.
In the core of the Trinity
The Father laughs
And gives birth to the Son.
The Son laughs back at the Father
And gives birth to the Spirit.
The whole Trinity laughs
And gives birth to us.

Sadly not my original but the words of a medieval mystic, Meister Eckhart. Expressing the joy of the
Trinity, the relationships within the Trinity and the relationship that gives with us who are made in
the image of God.
In a few weeks we shall be celebrating the birth of the Son, born into our world where he will live
and grow and laugh and cry - all the things a baby growing into a man will do. He will go on to heal
and teach; to feed crowds and calm storms; to anger the authorities and die. The baby who was
born into the world is then re-born through death and the world laughs because death is no more.
When Mary looked into the eyes of her new born child, I wonder if she was aware of all that he
would do in his life. I doubt it. What she did know was that God is faithful and will keep his
promises, and her son is the fulfilment of those promises, whatever that will mean for him. I
suspect she laughed with him because that is what His Father and Spirit do.
All of this is the ramblings of someone who finds the piece from Meister Eckhart a source of great
insight into the deep mystery of God, who is to be born into the world as a tiny child. The Music
Group are learning a song, “Mary did you know?”, which does the same thing: what did she feel,
know, see when she looked into the eyes of her child? It has a line in it:

And when you kiss your little baby, you have kissed the face of God

That line and the piece from Eckhart together make this coming season an exciting time. I hope
you have a wonder-full Christmas with joy and laughter.

May God bless you.
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Warden’s Warblings
Looking Forward
It seems incredible that it is already November and preparations for the busy Christmas
period are already well in hand. In the last two days alone, meetings have taken place to
discuss the Christingle Service, the Crib Service and the Christmas Fair. Dare I say it, Easter
and the vacancy will be upon us before we know where we are!
With this in mind, Father George, the churchwardens, the PCC members and those co-opted
onto the many sub-committees have also been planning for next year and the forthcoming
vacancy. Over the last six months, the PCC has been building up a succession plan to
ensure that the parish continues to flourish while we wait for a new incumbent. Jobs that
need to be covered during the vacancy have been identified and volunteers have been
sought but the list grows and changes regularly!
Some jobs are small, some are large, but all are vital. Spreading the load is important.
Thank you to all those members of the congregation who have offered their services already
and also to those who have responded positively when asked to take on a responsibility.
There is still time to be involved. If you have a particular skill which you can offer to the
team, please come forward. For instance, currently, we are looking for someone to organise
the annual Ride and Stride in September; intercessors and, as ever, more people to join the
sides-people teams. Three very different levels of commitment. Can you help?

Mission Action Plan
On Saturday, 18th November, the PCC members spent the day beginning the process of
writing a Mission Action Plan to carry the parish through the next two years. Your input via
the comments on the notice-boards, the questionnaires and the completed sheets informed
the decisions as to our priorities. The results of the Awayday will be published and once
again you will be invited to have your say before the final Mission Action Plan is published.
In the next few months, the PCC and the sub-committees will complete the process and it is
hoped to publish the plan after the PCC meeting in February.
Without doubt, all of us want to see the parish continue to grow and flourish during the
vacancy.

Barbara Webber, Churchwarden
4

A presence in every community

A diocese is first and foremost a group of people who have a
strong sense of being called together by Jesus Christ, the Son of
God.
The most important things about us provide some answers to a
simple question:
The Right Reverend Dr Martin Warner
MA PhD

Why bother?
First, because we believe in God. This compels us to speak about the nature of creation, the
purpose of life, our values, being human with dignity and justice, and our utter conviction in the
reality of life beyond death.
Second, because we take spiritual things seriously. That prompts us to worship and to pray. Beauty,
love, goodness and all things that enrich life: these form the atmosphere of our worship. Come and
see for your self on any Sunday in one of the many churches we use for our weekly - and daily worship.
Finally, because we have pledged to be a presence in every community, and to promote the
common good there. Our ancient buildings tell the story of your ancestors and over a thousand
years of our nation's history. Our schools have been providing children with free education for over
200 years. Our priests and others who assist them baptise your children and will care for you in
illness, death and grief; they will celebrate your marriage, bless your homes and simply be available
in times of distress or festivity.
Very simply, we are the Church of England in Sussex. Come and explore.
And may God show you the path to life in its perfection and glory.
+Martin Cicestr
(for further Diocese information go to http:// www.chichester.anglican.org)
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Diary and Lectionary Readings for December 2017 All services at St Mary’s unless otherwise stated
Date

Event

Sun 3rd

First Sunday of Advent
Holy Communion

08:00

Family Eucharist—Christingle

10:00

Advent Carol Service

Date

Time

Event

Wed 20th

Celtic Communion

18:30

Thu 21st

Holy Communion

10:00

Sun 24th

Christmas Eve

18:00

Wed 6th

Celtic Communion

18:30

Thu 7th

Holy Communion

10:00

Sun 10th

Second Sunday of Advent

Time

Holy Communion

08:00

Sung Eucharist

09:30

Crib Service

15:00

Carols and Readings - St
Laurence

18:00

Midnight Mass

23:30

Holy Communion

08:00

Sung Eucharist

09:30

Holy Communion

08:00

Evensong

18:00

Family Eucharist

10:00

Family Eucharist - St Laurence

11:00

Wed 13th

Celtic Communion

18:30

Thu 14th

Holy Communion

10:00

Sun 18th

Third Sunday of Advent
Holy Communion

08:00

Sung Eucharist

09:30

Festival of Lessons and Carols

18:00

Date

Mon 25th Christmas Day

Tue 26th

Stephen, Deacon and First Martyr

Wed 27th

John, Apostle and Evangelist
Celtic Communion

Thu 28th

18:30

Feast of the Holy Innocents
Holy Communion

Sung Eucharist

10:00

Evensong

3 December

Isaiah 64: 1-9

Psalm 25: 1-9

The First Sunday of Advent

1 Corinthians 1: 3-9

Isaiah 1: 1-20

P

Mark 13: 24-end

Matthew 21: 1-13

10 December

Isaiah 40: 1-11

Psalm 40: 12-end

The Second Sunday of Advent

2 Peter 3: 8-15a

1 Kings 22: 1-28

P

Mark 1: 1-8

Romans 15: 4-13

17 December The Third Sunday

Isaiah 61: 1-4, 8-end

Psalm 68: 1-8

1 Thessalonians 5: 16-24

Malachi 3: 1- 4:4

John 1: 6-8, 19-28

Philippians 4: 4-7

24 December

2 Samuel 7: 1-11,16

25 December

The Fourth Sunday of Advent

Romans 16: 25-end

Christmas Day (10:00)

P

Luke 1: 26-38

W

Isaiah 52: 7-10

Isaiah 9: 2-7

W

Hebrews 1: 1-4

Titus 2: 11-14

11:30 pm Midnight Mass

31 December

John 1: 1-14
Isaiah 61:10 – 62:3

Luke 2: 1-20
Psalm 132

First Sunday of Christmas

Galatians 4: 4-7

Isaiah 35

W

Luke 2: 15-21

Colossians 1: 9-20

of Advent
P

9:30am Eucharist

Christmas Eve
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Diary and Lectionary Readings for January 2018 All services at St Mary’s unless otherwise stated
Date

Event

Sat 6th

Feast of the Epiphany

Sun 7th

The Epiphany

Time

Sun 21st

Holy Communion
Family Eucharist -

Date

I am the gift

Wed 10th

No Celtic Communion

Thu 11th

Holy Communion

Sun 14th

Second Sunday of Epiphany

Third Sunday of Epiphany
08:00

08:00

Sung Eucharist

09:30

10:00

Evensong

18:00

Wed 24th Celtic Communion
Thu 25th

10:00
Sun 28th

Holy Communion

08:00

Sung Eucharist

09:30

Evensong

18:00

Wed 17th

Celtic Communion

18:30

Thu 18th

Holy Communion

10:00

Wed 31st

18:30

Conversion of St Paul
Holy Communion

Holy Communion

08:00

Sung Eucharist

09:30

No Evensong - Ecumenical Service
at English Martyrs RC

18:00

Celtic Communion

18:30

Sung Eucharist

Evensong

7 January

Isaiah 60: 1-6

Psalm 98

Epiphany

Ephesians 3: 1-12

Isaiah 60: 1-9

W

Matthew 2: 1-12

John 2: 1-11

14 January

1 Samuel 3: 1-10

Psalm 96

The Second Sunday of Epiphany

Revelation 5: 1-10

Isaiah 60: 9-end

W

John 1:43-end

Hebrews 6: 17-7:10

21 January

Genesis 14: 17-20

Psalm 33: 1-12

The Third Sunday of Epiphany

Revelation 19: 6-10

Jeremiah 3: 21- 4: 2

W

John 2: 1-11

Titus 2: 1-8, 11-14

28 January

Malachi 3: 1-5

Psalm 132

The Presentation of Christ in the
Temple

Hebrews 2: 14-end

Haggai 2: 1-9

Luke 2: 22-40

John 2: 18-22

Candlemas
W

7

10:00

Fourth Sunday of Epiphany

Coffee Time following Thursday’s Holy Communion is from 10:45 - 11:45

Date

Time

Holy Communion

18:00

Evensong

Event

Sonnets of Faith
Certainty
I wish I shared the certainty of James my friend.
He sees black and white – and tells you so.
I see shades of light and will not pretend
That all is clear: plain Yes or No.
He stands erect, like a statue, on the moral high-ground,
Surveying and judging us others on the plain below
As we pause, hesitate, question and look around
For a sign-post to show us clearly which way to go.
I have to struggle up and down and up again
Towards a light I think I see from afar ─
Across mountains, valleys, meadows, and rough terrain ─
I follow in hope, as the Magi followed their star.
But this is only a fanciful figure of speech.
The truth is a love that is always beyond my reach.
Reproduced from SONNETS

OF FAITH, by kind permission of The Very Rev Christopher Campling

Editor’s footnote: Fr. Christopher’s book “Sonnets of Faith” is available from the Parish Office for £5 per copy. Also, Fr. Christopher’s new book “Christian Breadcrumbs” is available from the Parish Office for £5 per copy. All profits from sales of both books will
be donated to a local hospice and the parish.

Singing for Fun

The Singing for Fun group is led by
Jean Gardiner with Malcolm Chilton
on piano.

Singing for Fun sessions are enjoyable, uplifting and inspiring. They last for one
hour. Valuable tips are given to improve
breathing technique and performance.
Singers of all levels of ability are welcome.
The Group occasionally ‘sings out’,
performing at various venues. The group
meets at St Mary’s Church Hall on various
Wednesdays throughout the year, at 7:20pm for 7:30pm.
6th December

16th December *
No meetings in January

* Carolathon

Note: These dates are the latest published but may be subject to amendment. Please ensure that Jenny Lochen has your email
address to be kept informed of any changes and further dates.
Malcolm Chilton 07986818966
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Advent Hope Service

The Advent Hope service at Lancing College will be on 4th December at
7.30 (doors open 7pm). There should still be time for you to go if you would
like to. Tickets are free: do ring me if you want one (I have two left at the
moment). This year Abraham Mwangi, Programme Coordinator for Maternal
and Child Health Project in Kenya will be our speaker. The collection will go
towards fighting hunger and malnutrition in Burkina Faso and Malawi. We do
hope you will be able to come to the service. There will be complimentary
mulled wine and festive refreshments after the service.

Di and David Burt (01903 248204) and Julie and Russell Marlow (01903 249685)

Churches Together in Goring.
Saints and Sinners Saturday October 14th
The afternoon “ Saints “ Cream Tea was cancelled, but there was a good gathering of over 50
people at the “ Sinners” Fish/Chicken/Sausage and Chips Supper held in the evening at The Barn,
English Martyrs R.C. A delicious homemade apple crumble and ice-cream rounded off a very tasty
meal. A well stocked Bar, a challenging Quiz, and a Raffle made a very enjoyable evening.
A big Thank You to the CTG members at English Martyrs for hosting this annual fund-raising event.
The sum of £320 was raised for the Worthing Churches Homeless Project.

Monday 18th December 2:30pm

Prayer Group at St. Laurence Church

Saturday 23rd December 10:30 -11:30am Carol Singing at the Mulberry shops ( With mince pies }
Sarah Stovell (CTG St Mary’s Rep.)

01903 535289

A Traidcraft Stall is normally open at St Mary’s on the
second and third Sundays of each month.

Coffee is served in Church at St
Mary’s after the main Sunday
service and Thursday’s Holy
Communion.

**********

Parish Breakfast is normally served in the Hall on
the 3rd Sunday of every month from 8:15am to
9:15am.
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Advent Carol Service: 6pm
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Christian Breadcrumbs 16:

Stories that tell the truth

By The Very Reverend C.R. Campling, Dean Emeritus of Ripon

The Season of Advent
“He is coming”
Advent is the time for waiting: solemn waiting in expectation of the coming
of our Lord Jesus Christ.

It is very difficult these days to keep Advent as it was meant to be kept. The world we live in cannot wait
for Christmas to come. People start celebrating long before the day itself with decorations, coloured lights,
parties, much eating and drinking; and, of course, generous spending. Christmas is also a festival of
generosity, with the shops encouraging us to spend as much as – and more than - we can afford. However,
despite all this, and knowing that we must play our part, it is important that we find time for proper
reflection as we prepare ourselves for the coming of Jesus Christ.

We can think of this in two ways. First we contemplate the birth of Jesus and what this means to the world
and to ourselves. God Incarnate; God’s word spoken through a human life; Immanuel, God with us; God
saves his people; God was in Christ reconciling the world to himself (and us to one another!); God’s love in
action. To help us think of all this we have the readings from the Prophets of the Old Testament; the story of
the stern John the Baptist; the story of Joseph’s dream (told in St. Matthew’s Gospel); and St. Luke’s
moving story of the Angel Gabriel appearing to Mary; also the profound things that we can read in the
early letters of the Church (e.g. Hebrews 1.1–3; Colossians 1.15–20; Philippians 2.5–11)

We are also bidden to reflect on The Second Coming of Jesus, the last days, and the end of the world.
Jesus said some very curious things about this (e.g. Mark 13.24–27) and it does seem that, as a human
being, he thought that he would come to the world again very soon. Maybe he was thinking of his
coming in Holy Spirit at Pentecost; but that is hardly what his words seem to mean. He was clearly versed
in, and was reflecting on the idea of, the Day of the Lord which the Old Testament Prophets proclaimed
so vigorously (e.g. Amos 5.18–24).

This brings us to the central theme of Jesus’ teaching: The Kingdom of God.* The ‘Kingdom’ is not, of
course, a place on a map: it is a state of affairs in which people recognize themselves as ‘subjects’ to
‘God the King’, and so live to do God’s will. Jesus gave many illustrations of the growth and the nature
of this ‘kingdom’ (e.g. Matthew 13.24–53) and said that with his coming, the kingdom was already
present (Matthew 4.17, Luke 17.21) and close to the lives of faithful people (Matthew 12.28) including
penitent people, for did he not say to the thief who was crucified with him, “Today you will be with me in
paradise”?

But he also spoke of the kingdom as an ideal – and a day of judgement in the future (Matthew 25,
especially verses 31–46).
St Teresa once said, “All the way to Heaven is Heaven, for He hath said, I am the Way”. As
* In St Matthew’s Gospel it is called “The Kingdom of Heaven”
12

/continued on next page …

Christians we have this combination of ‘present reality’ as Christ works in us; and future ideal as
we work and pray for God’s kingdom to come, “on earth as it is in Heaven.” In Advent we look
forward to this. On Christmas day we rejoice – and make a new beginning.

Editor’s footnote: Fr. Christopher’s new book “Christian Breadcrumbs” is available from the Parish
Office for £5 per copy. All profits from sales will be donated to a local hospice and the parish.

Family Services at St Mary’s
December 3rd
CHRISTINGLE
SERVICE
10:00
No age restriction
All welcome

January 7th
‘I am the Gift’
Don’t forget your crowns!

February 4th
I am the light!

March 4th
I am tempted!

April 1st
I am leaving!
Bye Bye, Father George!
Please let us know your email address so we can keep you up to date with services.
13

Pam: chillibeanschilton@gmail.com

The Story of Goring and Highdown

Part 18 -

The Court House and Goring Hall

The Court House stands by the church in Sea Lane. The original (north) part is certainly old, but its
history is rather uncertain as the deeds were lost in the 19th century.
Oral tradition believes the Court House to have been used as a local court of law, with dungeons
below available for prisoners, but there is no evidence to support this. The cellar in the Court House
is small with a very low roof and quite unsuited for the incarceration of prisoners. Some years ago
there were a number of large hooks around the walls of the cellar, but these appeared to be more
suitable for storage (of contraband?) than for the restraint of inmates.
Early records do tell us of the existence of ‘Courte Farm’ close to the church. In fact, right back in
1288 there was a resident of the parish called William de la Court. In 1587 the Baptism register
records a John Barnard ‘of Courte’. (He was not the same Barnard as the John Barnard of ‘Place’, or
the Barnard of ‘Northbroke’. During Elizabethan and Jacobean times the Barnard family were
apparently scattered all over the village).
The parish survey of 1782 describes Courte Farm very clearly: ‘The Mannor house calle Court Farme
is a fair house built with stone, situate in Goring street near the Church of Goring …’ (at that time
Goring Street included the whole of Mulberry Way and the turning into Sea Lane.)’ … which with
two barns, one Stable, one Carthouse, one Hayhouse and one hundred and tenn acres of Land
arrable Meadow and pasture thereunto belonging …’ The land was said to be bounded by the
Churchyard and a piece of land called the Court-garden on the North, by Goring Street on the east,
and a field of Mr John Cooks of Blewhouse called the Bury on the west and south.’
Some 50 years later the tenant of ‘Courte Ffarme’ was allowed a reduction in his lease because the
lord of the manor, William Goring, ‘would not be at the charge of keeping up the groins to prevent
the sea flowing in upon it, and wearing away the land.’ Undoubtedly part of the Court House is very
old. The walls at the rear (the original building) are extremely thick, and described by the
preservation order as 14th century, the front being 18th century. During internal renovations in the
late 1970’s by Mr Bowman, a previous owner, very old
timbers were found inside a straw and plaster wall. It
was not reported at the time that the complete
skeleton of a cat was also found in the wall. The 1839
tithe map shows outbuildings and a barn by the Court
House indicating its use then as a farm.
The Court House with guests arriving, c 1905
Goring Hall: Under the ownership of David Lyon, the manor house at North Brook was pulled
down and replaced by a new Goring Hall. The new (1852) farm house at Northbrook exists today,
standing to the north of Littlehampton Road and east of Titnore Lane, with the
Continued…..
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older flint walls still abutting the house. The farm was known in medieval times as ‘Horsecroft’, and
since then has been known by such names as ‘Northe’, ‘Broke’, ‘Northehouse’ and ‘Northebrock’, the
old house being one of the principal manor houses of the village. A 13th century document mentions
a William Bynorthe Brock de Goring. In Elizabethan times and afterwards Northbrook was owned by
the Barnards (again not the same family as the 1644 Barnard brass in St Mary’s). Lower Northbrook
has a separate house and farm.
When David Lyon, a merchant from the West Indies, bought the estate in 1834, the manor house
was still at Northbrook. Soon afterward he demolished the old house and chose a site south of the
Bull’s Head to build the new Goring Hall. A beautifully carved wooden fireplace restored in 1888
records the building date as 1840. As David Lyon was also responsible for the cost of rebuilding St
Mary’s church in 1837, his income from the West Indies must have been enormous. A few years
later he laid out the new Goring Park which stretched down to the sea, surrounded it with a 6 foot
flint wall and planted a line of Ilex trees through his land from Goring to Ferring, placing impressive
wrought iron lodge gates and a lodge house at either end.
Fifty years later in 1888 the new Hall was burnt down in a disastrous fire. An exact replica was
rebuilt by Major William Lyon within 12 months. From 1906 Goring Hall was leased by the Molson
family, and then in 1938 became a boarding and day school for boys founded by the first
Headmaster, A G N Green. The tower seen in the old picture was removed at this time. Goring Hall
continues to operate as a private school, though now for day pupils only.

Goring Hall The date of this postcard is a great mystery.
It is marked Goring Hall School and postmarked 1927.
Goring Hall only became a school in 1938. The tower has
now gone.
The Lyon and Molson families have both been influential in the development of Goring church. Apart
from the memorials mentioned elsewhere, the large brass lectern at present in use at St Mary’s was
given in 1892 in memory of Major William Lyon. The family also provided many of the items needed
for the restoration work in 1888.
There is a touching memorial stained glass window in the north aisle of St Mary’s Church, given in
memory of the five week old child John Molson who died in 1906. His brother, now Lord Molson, is
living in London, and has been closely concerned with the projected plans to transform the waste
land next to the church, called the Copse, together with land by the hall into a garden open to the
public. Finance for the work will come from the Molson Trust which was started in memory of Major
John Molson. This trust fund was first used to build a hall adjoining the Conservative Club for the
use of organisations in the village. When this was sold, there was a possibility of using the trust to
extend St Mary’s Hall. However the cost was too great even for one extra room and the present
‘Molson Garden’ scheme began in 1985.
Janet Annis and Allan Plumpton
Footnote: Space does not permit details of Castle Goring to be produced here but it is recommended that you obtain a copy of the
book if you wish to read more about this particular building.

Extracted from ‘The Story of Goring and Highdown’ by kind permission of Rev Frank Fox-Wilson
Father Frank Fox-Wilson kindly donated the profit from the sale of this book to St. Mary’s for the
redecoration of the church interior during 1988.
If you wish to obtain a copy of this out-of-print book, here’s the link to ABEBOOKS to purchase second-hand
copies: http://www.abebooks.co.uk/book-search/isbn/0951272217
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Save the Date
10:00 Sunday 3rd December
Family Christingle Service
18:00 Sunday 3rd December
Advent Carol Service
Saturday 16th December
Carolathon at St Mary’s
Continuous Carols from 10:00—16:00
Sunday 17th December 18:00
Traditional lessons and Carols service
Saturday 23rd December 10:00
Carols on the Green with Churches Together in
Goring. Join us outside Mulberry Shops for a
Festive sing-along.
Sunday 24th December 15:00
Crib Service . Come dressed as a shepherd , a
King, or Angel
Sunday 24th December 23:30
Midnight Eucharist
Christmas Morning 10:00
Family Eucharist. Bring a pressie to show!
January 7th 10:00
Family Service ‘I am the gift!’
Come dressed as a king!
January 27th 18:30 for 19:00
Burns’ Night. Tickets from Raye {07919454614)
16

Why not print this page and stick it on your fridge - Ed

St Laurence’s Hall Redecoration – a simple job made more difficult!
Taking on a project like this, which grew considerably in scope and
ambition with the enthusiasm of all participants, carries with it a lot
of risk and responsibility and many unknowns. The desire to do a
proper job and 'while we're here, we can do this as well' all made the
job bigger and more complex than first envisaged.
However, we have done it and achieved a huge step forward for St
Laurence's for which we can all be very pleased and hopeful for the
future.
We must acknowledge the amazing effort made by several people Heather, Angela, Gail, Carol and Godfrey, Lucinda, Annette and Jan
in particular, who came more than once and in most cases, several
times. Then there were Richard, Philip, Betty, Keith and Elaine, Elsa
and Nathan, Vivi, Alison, Josh, Tony, Liam, Andrew, Will and Donna
and finally, the Commander in Chief, Julie! That makes 22 adult
volunteers (plus me). We had offers of help from others too, making this by far the best supported
project I have been involved with in the parish, so a huge thank you to
the whole St Mary’s Parish family for making our bold plans a reality.
There were three additional volunteers
too! Certainly the Father, Son and Holy
Spirit were there with us, but on this
occasion I am referring to three junior
helpers. For Anna, Alex and Ellie, helping
us with this big project was a chance to
climb ladders, get paint in their hair, wear
horrible old clothes and learn new skills. It
was lovely to witness their enthusiasm
and sense of fun and we were impressed
by their staying power and eagerness to
get on with the job. Well done and thank
you for cheering us all up and giving us hope. The time they gave up
was School Holiday Time and August Bank holiday time, a precious gift
indeed.
Next year we should like to decorate the outside of the hall – the side windows and west entrances
to the kitchen and church – any volunteers?!

Russell Marlow
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Update: Izulu Orphan Projects

Brief Update from Sharon Wilcox. (CMS partner in Ecuador).
Sharon is grateful that God enabled her to have a brief time in the UK while her
mother had some medical tests. Sharon is relieved that the doctors don't think her
mum has dementia. It also enabled her to attend her Godson's 18th birthday party
(missionaries often miss out on many family events). She is grateful for the young
people the life classes are helping and the delight they had in cookery classes and
also the money received from cards they made that Sharon sold here. Please pray
for the Young people, a small group at the moment. Gloria her colleague is currently
being treated for renal problems - pray that this would be successful. Ruth Jepson
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Christingles and more

We are so grateful for your continuing support of The Society. This was particularly
evident on Saturday 4th November at the Box opening and coffee morning. The
Goring Primary school choir sang so well and provided a delightful start to the
morning. Jill Osborn also kindly entertained us with piano music to add to our time
together.
Special thanks also to all our helpers: opening boxes, providing refreshments, raffle
running and much more. We are so pleased to say that the amount raised from the
event is £ 1102.26.
The next events are linked to the Christingles. Goring Primary will have theirs (400+
children) at school in mid December, whilst St. Mary's will celebrate in the Family
Service on 3rd December. St. Laurence will wait until after the Christmas rush to hold
theirs during the service on 28th January. I do hope you will be able to come along to
one or more of the services.

Di and David Burt 01903 248204

ST MARY’S POP UP CAFE
SATURDAY, 16TH DECEMBER 09.30-16.30
ST MARY’S CHURCH HALL
Tea/Coffee/Fruit juice £0.50
Mince pies/stollen

£0.50

Bacon rolls/vegetarian sausages - £2.00
From 12 noon pulled pork rolls £2.50
Looking forward to seeing you for our
seasonal treats.
Takeaways available.

See Carolathon advert on p18 - Ed
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News from the

POINTLESS

Social Activities Committee

QUIZ NIGHT

Saturday evening, 28th October, saw some 30 or so people, including the youngest member of St
Mary's congregation - Olive Merritt, 12 days old - come to a Pointless Quiz which, owing to a lack
of heating in the Hall, was held in church. Most of our number were acquainted with the
television programme and those who were not soon cottoned on to the format. It was a great
evening . And the winners? Those who had never watched the programme. Their prizes?
Pointless pencils!
Needless to say, Olive, realising the pointlessness of it all, slept through the whole event.
Many thanks to the SAC for putting on the evening, with special thanks to Barbara for devising
the Quiz.
Our next event is the Caribbean Evening on Friday 24th November at 7:00pm, when we shall
have a Caribbean-type meal and Worthing Steel Pan Band for entertainment. Tickets (to include
meal): £15 will be on sale after the 9:30am services and from committee members.
FURTHER DATES FOR YOUR DIARY:
16th December: Carolathon and Christmas Fair, 10:00am - 4:00pm
27th January: Burns' Night, 6:30 for 7:00pm
Penelope Corp
The Social Committee enjoys planning these social occasions but sometimes needs extra pairs of
hands to run the events smoothly. If you would like to become a Friend of SAC, Sylvia Jarrett
would be very pleased to hear from you.

We look forward to seeing you at these events.
With Thanks from your Social Activities Committee: Penelope Corp, Pat Cross, Liz Hill,
Sylvia Jarrett, Jenny Lochen, Raye Mills, Graeme Richardson, Sarah Stovell and Barbara Webber.

The Social Activities Committee raises valuable funds for the church with our events. One of our
main purposes is to bring the church community together in a social setting. For any of these
events to be successful we need your full support. There is a list of our events in the Porch.
For the Social Activities Committee - Sarah Stovell

Just a thought….
Widely used in China: “Happy wife - happy life!”
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St Laurence’s Hall - a Celebration
Fine fellowship and good food
On Sunday 24th September the congregation of St Laurence’s was joined by friends from St Mary’s
to celebrate the re-decoration of the church hall with a ‘bring and share’ harvest lunch. The lunch
started with soup, provided by the Guides, followed by a selection of cold meats, quiches, sausage
rolls etc and salads provided by the participants.
Hannah made a beautiful cake on behalf of the Brownies and
the Rainbows provided sausages and snacks. The hall was
full with all seats taken and some young people sitting on the
floor enjoying a picnic.
Lunch was served on/in
the new crockery so
beautifully decorated by
Heather. The plates
started as plain white and
the mugs were plain blue
until Heather performed
her magic and added
beach huts (see photo).
Once everyone had eaten their fill there was still food left. Some quick thinking and a phone call
resulted in the remaining food being packed up and taken to Worthing Churches Homeless Project’s
Short-term Assessment Hostel in Byron Road where it was most gratefully received.

The St Laurence’s working party was delighted to receive
several cards and emails of thanks from people who came along
and really enjoyed the lunch and a catch up. Thank you to
everyone who attended and made this a truly wonderful
occasion.

Ruth Jepson,
Local Warden
“Coffee Time” on Thursday mornings. Everyone is welcome to Coffee
Time following our 10:00 am Holy Communion Service, at about 10:35 – it is
not just for those coming to the service. Come for coffee, tea, hot chocolate
etc.; banter and camaraderie, more serious conversations or just simply get
to know one another.
Penelope Corp and Janice Lelliott
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Goring Bellringers September Outing
An early start in the mini-bus soon had us in the New Forest and into an area of winding little byways, high hedges and acres of open fields. Five miles north-west of Wimborne Minster lies
Witchampton Ss Mary, Cuthberga and All Saints with six bells. The warm sunlight, an old stone
square tower and the scent of freshly scythed grass had us smiling too soon as nobody was there
to let us in! After 15 minutes of exploring the pretty hamlet a key was secured and we climbed up
to the little gallery to (gratefully) ring up this light set of bells while a benevolent “Happy”, one of
the seven dwarfs, looked down on us with his shovel!. Cuthberga was a Saxon princess who
founded Wimborne Minster. Her image features on the four-panel stained-glass west window with
lilies at her feet which featured again in the striking flowery wooden lectern. The circular stone
mounting block in the churchyard was unusual but we were behind schedule so we packed into our
transport and off we went to Gussage, St Michael with another six bells to ring.
One of a line of Gussage hamlets along the line of the Gussage river, it was a rather gloomy, musty
little church set back into woodland, but it did have a generous Jacobean timber staircase up to the
ringing chamber. Having the bells hung anticlockwise, caused a bit of confusion especially and had
some of us looking the wrong way to ‘pull off’.
We emerged to light rain but it was time for the pub anyway and we headed the mile or so to The
Drovers Inn where most of us sat in the car park with sandwiches. A quiet, pretty building, it had
been saved from conversion into a private house by the locals and had received an award by
CAMRA in 2016.
Off again, we were bound for Wiltshire and Cranborne
Chase where we found Tollard Royal, St Peter ad Vincula.
Set in the luxurious surrounds of the Rushmore Estate, the
little square-towered stone church showed previous
histories of the family, including Alice Arbuthnot who died
on her honeymoon after being struck by lightning. The
stone tomb effigy of Sir Willian Payne, died 1388, regaled
in full Crusader amour with legs crossed, may have been
there in 1410 when the tower was rebuilt at a cost of £10!
The sanctus bell had been cast in 1400 but the six we rang
from the ground floor were recast in 1999.
Next was Martin, All Saints and a very impressive stone spire. The ground floor ring was shared
with of modern electrical equipment, squeezing the front three ropes into a line which was a bit
awkward for some. The church dates from 1030, 100 years before Salisbury Cathedral, and was
originally about 24 feet by 17 feet and made of timber. The tower was raised and given a steeple in
1569 and improved again in 1787: a very striking manifestation of wealth, presumably by the
Horsey family who used it as their chapel and final resting place.
After lots of little narrow lanes, high hedges, cute cottages and
testing times for the satnavs, we found Damerham, St George
It was seemingly miles from anywhere. Looking very higgledypiggledy from the outside, it proved to be a wonderful mishmash of styles inside, going back to the 12th century. The
tympanum over the door showed a horseman, possibly St
George, slaying a Saracen at Antioch. This had been retrieved
from the wall of the local vicarage! Lots of Romanesque arches,
a big barrel-shaped roof and a huge west window giving a flood
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/continued overleaf ….

of light (and freezing cold in winter!) made the interior welcoming. The ground floor ring was the
best so far, although mistaking the tenor for the treble at ringing up caused some amusement. A
local man was on hand to give us more history and he said that the circular churchyard with the
centre point coinciding with the altar indicated a pagan origin. The site is located on a “ley-line” to
Stonehenge, and some of the most ancient Neolithic tombs in Britain, going back 6000 years, are
close by – I wouldn't want to be the last to lock up on a dark night!
A reviving cup of tea and cakes were provided by Moya and the other ladies and off we went
again to Fordingbridge, St Mary’s this time with eight bells to ring. The churchyard of this big
building contains the grave of the last man in England to be killed in a duel but we were here not
for “firing” but for perspiring, as the back bells required a lot of work to ring up. The square tower
was unusual, being built within a side bay off of huge stone piers and reached up a spiral stair. All
agreed that these were the highlight of the outing and set us up for the short walk to the Crown
Inn where a busy crush of drinkers were watching the football and rugby on TV. Fortunately, we
had a little side room to ourselves and were soon tucking in to hot meals to finish off the day.
Well refreshed we left at 7.30 pm for home, Graham driving us back to Sussex through the rain,
happy and grateful for the work that others had put in so that we could enjoy our day out.
For one day we can become part of these historic churches and bells.

Graham Hills, Tower Captain

Parish Mission Giving throughout 2018
Unfortunately, the Mission Giving Committee will not meet to discuss next year’s recipients until after the
current issue of GPN goes to press. The full list of selected organisations, together with their website links
will be included in the next issue of GPN. Please take the time to look at the websites and learn about the
valuable work we are supporting. I’m sure you all appreciate the articles in GPN each month and the
information which is displayed in both churches about the organisations. We focus on one or two
organisations each month so that we can understand more fully what they do and concentrate our
prayerful support. Janet Annis is responsible for preparing both the articles and the display materials and
I should like to thank her for her time and dedication to this task.
Please reserve the dates: We have a schedule of visiting speakers throughout the year to provide you
with another opportunity to see what is being done and meet some of the key people involved.

Ruth Jepson, Chair, Mission Giving Committee
We have received a newsletter from Sharon Wilcox (CMS partner in Ecuador). Unfortunately it did not arrive in
time to be included in this issue. If you wish to follow her work go to www.churchmissionsociety.org/wilcox - Ed
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Prayer Shawl Ministry
The words ‘prayer shawl’ may call to mind items from the Jewish or Islamic traditions, but twenty
years ago two women, Janet Bristow and Victoria Cole-Galo, started a Christian Prayer Shawl
Ministry, when they saw how much comfort a shawl was bringing to a friend – not only physically,
but also spiritually after they had prayed with her, wrapped in her shawl, for her dying husband.
They made shawls for others, knitting prayerfully. Gradually, as others saw the shawls being given
away, they wanted to join in, and soon Janet and Victoria found themselves introducing their idea
to other faith communities.

I discovered Prayer Shawl Ministry at the
Episcopal Church of the Transfiguration in
Dallas, Texas, where I worship with my son
when I stay with him, and have been
contributing now for a couple of years.
Having recently moved to Goring and joined
St Mary’s, I have been seeking God’s
guidance as to what he might want me to
do here. When the idea of starting a Prayer
Shawl Ministry came to me, I was at first
uncertain, wondering how recipients might
be identified. But, just a couple of weeks
later, the answer was supplied when Sue
Mills came to speak at a 10am service about
the work of Lifecentre, which counsels people of all ages who have suffered rape or sexual abuse.
Sue agreed that such gifts would be much appreciated, not just for their physical comfort but also
as a reminder of the prayerful love and care of the makers.
Encouraged by Father George, and by others, a
first session was held in June, when five ladies
joined me at my flat to start making shawls.
The first ‘batch’ of completed shawls was
blessed by Father George at a parish Eucharist in
September. We now meet monthly, at different
homes, usually on the third Wednesday
afternoon of the month – details can be found in
the pew sheet, or from the parish office. For
those who feel making a full-size shawl is
beyond them for any reason, pocket shawls (i.e.
squares) can be made for people to keep with
them in pockets or handbags. Please do come
along if you can; not only is there a bigger need
from Lifecentre than we can currently meet, but
there are other people – those undergoing chemotherapy, for example – who have been mentioned
as possible recipients, and I am sure most of us can think of someone amongst their family, friends
or community who might also appreciate such a gift.
Ginny Ward
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Worthing Street Pastors
Keith Sunderland gave us a very interesting and informative talk about the work of the
Street Pastors in Worthing at the 9.30 service at St. Mary’s on 22nd October.
Street Pastors Worthing is an inter-denominational organisation which has been
active in Worthing for eight years. Keith is a member of one of the teams who are out
on the streets of Worthing all year round, each Friday and Saturday evening between
10.00 pm and 3.30 am helping clubbers and others.
They wear distinctive jackets and hats with the Street Pastors logo so those they
speak to know they are there to help. They have several layers of clothing so they can
lend a coat or other item to those who are ‘out on the town’ with insufficient clothing to
keep warm on cold evenings.
The Street Pastors give out flip flops to girls who can’t walk in their high-heeled shoes
to avoid the risk of injury caused by treading on broken glass in bare feet. They hand
out bottled water to rehydrate young men and women, help some recover from being
sick and organise taxis home.
The Street Pastors show that they care and provide an ear to listen to problems and
help avoid fights so that people can get home safely. Sometimes, they find the simple
gift of a lollipop can diffuse a difficult situation. There is occasionally an opportunity to
explain elements of Christianity and why they volunteer in response to questions.
People respond better to them than to the police and the Street Pastors have had a
positive impact in reducing arrests and alcohol related crime by around 50%.
Keith was happy to chat over a coffee afterwards and four members of the
congregation expressed an interest in helping the Street Pastors with which Keith is
delighted. More volunteers are always needed so if you are able to assist for one
evening a month, please contact Annette Charles on 07717 634734.
Please continue to pray for the Street Pastors as they go about their mission.
Julie Marlow

What is Posada?
Leading up to Christmas a nativity set travels to a
different home every day. The night Mary and
Joseph 'stay' provides an opportunity to invite
guests to share together the Christmas message.
By the time you read this, individuals and families
across the Parish will have signed up to receive the
Posada into their homes. Please pray for them - Ed
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Nature Watch: December 2017 / January 2018
I was so pleased to see this beautiful Red Admiral butterfly on 1st November in our garden. Those
sunny days still entice them out. This one has a colour variation as it has more orange than red
markings.

This year has been a good one for this butterfly whereas most other species have not been so successful.

For the first time recently I spotted some Long Tailed Tits in the tree in the garden.
They are such pretty birds with tails longer than their bodies. Their flight is undulating as they move
around in excitable flocks, some times as many as 20 together. During the cold weather they gather
in roosts and snuggle up together, their combined body weights helping them to withstand the
worst of the weather.
Most small birds can’t drink and swallow at the same time. They sip the water then hold their head
back allowing the refreshment in. It’s different with pigeons which can do the same as we humans.
I find it interesting watching them at our pond drinking this way i.e. drinking in then swallowing.
When they bathe they leave a layer of dust on the water so we know when and where they have
been!
I hope you have been able to enjoy the excellent filming on Autumn Watch. These films help us to
see sights we wouldn’t normally experience in our own travels. That said, I was enthralled by the
first episode of Blue Planet II. Wonderful filming that had taken some bravery to obtain. I really look
forward to the rest of the series, don’t you?
Keep warm and keep watching the wildlife in your area.

David Burt dd.aburt@btinternet.com
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Our Church Halls: St Mary’s
Regular events at St Mary’s Church Hall:
Day

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Time

Friday

Contact Details

9:15 to 10:15

Body Conditioning

Weekly

Debbie Gibert

07789408594

13:30 to 15:30

Art Class

Weekly

Sandra Bosley

07450262665

15:45 to 17:15

U3A Hatha Yoga

Weekly

Jane McEwan

07511508546

19:30 to 22:00

AB Dance Club

Weekly

Amanda Brand

07931820892

9:30 to 10:45

Jennie’s Keepfit

Weekly

Jennie Skinner

01273453966

Marion Condon

07990831940

nd

13:30 to 16:15

U3A

2

13:15 to 16:15

Goring Ilex T.G.

3rd Tue except Aug

Beryl Bolton

01903410905
07989058425

st

Tue except Aug

16:15 to 17:45

1 Goring Rainbows

Weekly

18:00 to 19:30

1st Goring Brownies

Weekly

19:30 to 21:00

1st Goring Guides

Weekly

Amanda Beamish
Amanda Beamish
Kate Buche

9:15 to9 11:00

Smarties

Weekly

Karen King

07912693549

14:00 to 16:30

AB Dance Club
Private Dance lessons
Singing For Fun

Weekly

Amanda Brand

Occasional, see
GPN
Weekly

Jenny Lochen

07931820892
01273441861
01903249154

Hilary King

07808766886

Weekly

Colin Mantry

01903520631

3rd Thu, except Aug

Alan Wilcox

07854705359

19:30 to 20:30
Thursday

Organisation

9:45 to 12:00
13:30 to 16:30

Margaret Morris Keep
Fit
Iyengar Yoga

19:30 to 21:30

Goring Resident Assn

th

07989058425
07726922131

19:30 to 21:30

St Mary’s Social Circ

4 Thu, except Aug

Linda Eden

01903368582

19:30 to 21:30

Goring Gardening Soc

Occasional

Ron Sullivan

01903506282

9:00 to 10:00

Boot Camp

Weekly

Debbie Gilbert

07789408594

10:15 to 11:15

Hatna Yoga

Weekly

Tina Olliver

07817550164

11:15 to 12:15

Chair Yoga

Weekly

Tina Olliver

07817550164

All the above organisations are independent of the church, please contact the people
listed for further details.
ST MARY'S CHURCH HALL IS AVAILABLE FOR HIRE AT TIMES OTHER THAN
THOSE LISTED ABOVE
Please contact Philip Webber to confirm rates, availability and to book:
Tel: 01903 246583/0775989479
Email:
Broxbourne@gmail.com
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Our Church Halls: St Laurence’s
REGULAR EVENTS AT St LAURENCE’S CHURCH HALL

All the above organisations are independent of the church, please contact the people
listed for further details.
ST LAURENCE'S CHURCH HALL IS AVAILABLE FOR HIRE AT TIMES OTHER
THAN THOSE LISTED ABOVE
2018 RATES OF HIRE:
£11.50 PER HOUR FOR AD HOC BOOKINGS e.g. Children’s parties
(please note no bouncy castles are allowed)
£8.50 PER HOUR FOR REGULAR BOOKINGS
Please contact Geoff or Jane Oliver to confirm availability and to book:
Tel: 01903 240540
Email
geoffrey_oliver@ntlworld.com
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St Laurence Church Hall News

Official Goring Parish Facebook page!
Our Parish has an official Facebook page! It’s called St Mary’s and St Laurence’s
Churches, Parish of Goring-by-Sea, West Sussex, and includes all our latest
news. We also invite you to post to the page your news of events, concerts, activities
of groups associated with our churches; wedding/christening photos, all the things
you think might be of interest on a page like this. Pam Chilton, Lucinda Cox and Kate
Henwood are the administrators of the page. Please contact us with any comments
or suggestions. Please also share the page and its postings with your friends!
https://www.facebook.com/StMaryAndStLaurenceGoringBySea/
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Hens
Hens are such fun to keep, and so curious to watch
As they scratch and peck, and continually toil
In search for grubs or insects in the soil.
Rushing here and there foraging for more food,
Then suddenly deciding, when in another mood,
To stop and have a dust bath, as feathers need a clean ─
They usually find a sunny spot where other birds have been.
There’s Poppy and Pumpkin, the Black Rock pair,
We bought them both from Fontwell from the SPR.
And Maisie and Daisy, the Light Sussex twins,
Then Violet and Primrose who arrived in the Spring.
We once kept two cockerels, beautifully coloured birds
Which often flew into the bramley tree to get a better view.
Another year we bred chicks, about ten in all,
But the names of which I cannot recall!
At twilight, the girls return to their safe hen house
And settle contentedly on the perch or in the nest,
Clucking and chattering as they go to rest.
Eggs in the morning are a joy to collect;
Some brown, some speckled and one or two in white;
It is a thrill to discover them in soft beds of straw,
And I always say “thank you” for laying at least four.
The egg is a most versatile gift from the hen
We use them so often, and really depend
On a wonderful creature, our good feathered friend.
Valerie Tree

Smarties Toddler Group
Wednesday Morning (term time only)
St Mary's Church Hall
Ilex Way BN12 4UJ
£1.50 per adult, with up to three children.
Mums, Dads, Grandparents, Childminders.
All welcome to enjoy the fun!
Karen King - Tel. 01903-532220
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St Mary’s Social Circle News . . .

December/January Meetings

Thursday 14th December is our Christmas celebration,
with festive songs and refreshments and raffle. This is an
“Open” meeting (please see note below.)
Thursday 25th January 2018 we shall begin the New Year
with a Beetle Drive.

New members are
always welcome.
Come on, Ladies,
give us a try!
Annual cost is £8.00
plus £1.00 per
meeting (including
refreshments)

Meetings start at 7:30pm and are held in St Mary’s Church
Hall.
Members £1, non-members £2 (including refreshments).
N.B. To clear up any misunderstandings, each meeting is
open to all women, members and non-members. “Open”
meetings are open to everyone, regardless of gender.
We wish everyone a very Happy Christmas and Healthy
New Year.
Janice Lelliott (Secretary)
Chairman: LInda Eden Tel.: 01903 368582

BURNS’ NIGHT

Saturday 27th January 2018
18:30 for 19:00
St Mary’s Church Hall
Tickets, £12.00, from Raye 07919454614
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Baptisms and Funerals – December 2017/January 2018
Baptisms - We welcome into The Lord’s family:
13th August

Hettie Rae Llewelyn, 10th September Harry Jack Parkes

17th September Emily Victoria Standing, 24th September Jennifer Henman
15th October

Nina Josephine Palmer

Funerals - We offer prayers and sympathy to the family and friends of:
8th August
15th August

Dorothy Brinsmead, 14th August Frederick King
George Muchmore,

3rd November Betty Skilton

Worthing Theological Society
An Exploration in Faith Seeking Understanding
Meets normally on the last Monday of the month at West Worthing Baptist Church,
45 South Street, Tarring, Worthing BN14 7LU at 7:45pm, from September through to March.
Worthing Theological Society is open to people of all faiths or no faith at all. Lecturers are expected
to be academic and objective and there is no attempt to persuade or indoctrinate .
Open to all - Admission Free - retiring collection to defray expenses. Coffee, tea and biscuits.

Monday 29 January 2018 Faith in Politics: never less than personal
by David Hallam (Methodist Local Preacher and MEP from 1994-1999)
Monday 26 February 2018 Ladies of Virtue – towards the attainment of a good life
with particular reference to ethical philosophers Elizabeth Anscombe, Philippa Foot and Rosalind
Hursthouse
by Vanessa Baron (Lyminster, Formerly chaplain at St Paul’s Girls’ School, London)
Monday 26 March 2018 Jesus in the Quran and the New Testament
by Minlib Dallh (HM King Abdullah ibn al-Hussein II of Jordan Fellow for the Study of Love in
Religion, Regent’s Park College, Oxford)

For further information contact: Secretary The Revd Dr Michael Semple - email honsecwts@hotmail.com
or Chair, The Revd Dr Hazel Sherman: hazelsh@wwbc.myzen.co.uk
or see our website : www.worthingtheologicalsoc.org.uk
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September National Prayer Weekend
We learnt about this national event rather close to the due date for the last issue of GPN, but were
inspired. The call was for each church community to pray for the local community in which they worship.
Churches responded in many different ways and ours was to create three special spaces inside St.Mary’s
for prayer. We also promised that on every hour at least two of us would be praying and would cover
any prayer requests. For the seven occasions this happened on Saturday we used for inspiration the
seven ‘I AM’ phrases made by Jesus. For the five times on Sunday we used five NAMES of GOD.
The two days had different characters. Saturday was quite social, and we spoke to many people passing
the gazebo in the church yard, and some popped into the church. Sunday, after the services, we stayed
inside and enjoyed several stretches of quietness. The atmosphere changed as on each day we
experienced spoken prayer, silence, music or conversation, all of which had its place in the marvellous
hours of friendship and fellowship.

“The team that greeted us couldn't have been nicer making us a cup of tea and making us very
welcome”

And finally …
The Twelve Days of Christmas
I have often wondered how I would manage if my wife Valerie actually gave me all the gifts mentioned in
the carol “The Twelve Days of Christmas”.
I suppose I would manage the first five ─ a partridge, two doves, three French hens and four calling birds
would be happy in the garden so long as I fed them, and the five gold rings would be most acceptable.
It starts to go downhill after that, not to mention the fact that Christmas can be a stressful and energy
sapping time.
So, I’ve got six geese laying eggs all over the house and garden, seven swans trying to swim in a very small
fish pond and where on earth am I going to house eight cows and maids?
Then there are nine ladies preparing for “Strictly Come Dancing” and ten Lord Coes practising for the
Olympics!!
The situation has been fairly quiet up to now, so eleven pipers and twelve drummers will no doubt spark off
complaints from the neighbours resulting in hurried negotiations with the noise abatement people.
My true love (Valerie) and I wish you a happy and quiet twelve days of Christmas.

Bill Tree
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Parish Contacts
Vicar

The Revd George Butler

goring_parish@btconnect.com

01903 242525

Reader

Mr Keith Lelliott

keithlelliott@yahoo.co.uk

01903 504384

Churchwardens

Mr Ian Hill

irh.thekyles@ntlworld.com

01903 610021

Mrs Barbara Webber

babswebber@btinternet.com

01903 240613

12 Compton Avenue

goring_parish@btconnect.com

01903 242525

St Mary’s Hall lettings Mr Philip Webber

broxbourne@gmail.com

01903 246583

St Mary’s Bell ringers

Mr Graham Hills

gmhills@tiscali.co.uk

01903 266980

St Laurence’s
Church

Sea Place,

Worthing BN12 4BY
Mr Geoffrey Oliver

geoffrey_oliver@ntlworld.com

01903 240540

Mrs Ruth Jepson

ruthmjepson@gmail.com

01903 507469

St Laurence’s Hall
Mr Geoffrey Oliver
lettings
Other Church Officers

geoffrey_oliver@ntlworld.com

01903 240540

Safeguarding
representative (Child
protection, etc)

Ms Alison Evans

alison.evansM3195064@hotmail
.com

01903 503905

PCC Treasurer

Mr John Stovell

jandsstovell@gmail.com

01903 535289

Parish Giving Officer
Parish Secretary &
PCC Secretary
Church Music
St Mary’s

Mr John Stovell
Ms Gill Keevill

jandsstovell@gmail.com
goring_parish@btconnect.com

01903 535289
01903 242525

Organist

Mr George Ford

box_of_whistles@hotmail.co.uk

07586 364592

Choirmaster

Mr Alex Bristow

ajbristow@sky.com

01903 505554

Music Group Leader

Mr Malcolm Chilton

chillibeanschilton@gmail.com

01903 506573

Mr Russell Marlow

russellmarlow@btinternet.com

01903 249685

The Vicarage and
Parish Office

Goring by Sea
Worthing BN12 4UJ

Local Wardens

Goring by Sea

goring_parish@btconnect.com

St Laurence’s
Music Group leader

Communications Group
Co-Editor

Mr Roland Silcox

goringparishnews@outlook.com

01903 243970

Co-Editor

Mr Malcolm Chilton

chillibeanschilton@gmail.com

01903 506573

Proof-reading

Mrs Penelope Corp

pen.corp00@gmail.com

01903 209448

Unless otherwise acknowledged, photographs and images included in this publication have been taken either by staff and
parishioners of Goring parish, are downloaded from the ‘Clipart’ gallery provided by courtesy of Microsoft Corporation or obtained
from Wikipedia. Goring PCC, as publisher of this magazine, acknowledges and wishes to express its thanks to them.
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