
A Profile of the Ecclesiastical Parish of Goring-by Sea 
West Sussex 

Diocese of Chichester 

Christ - centred 
Growing in 

Faith, Love and Service 

The Churches of St Mary and St Laurence 

Facebook: 
St Mary’s and St Laurence’s Churches, 
Parish of Goring-by-Sea, West Sussex 

Website: 
www.goringbyseaparish.org 



2 

Front cover photograph shows the Parish of Goring by Sea taken form Highdown Hill. 
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• Who we are

An active, prayerful parish with a strong lay involvement. 

However we are not complacent and desire to develop further. 

Actively engaged with our Church of England primary schools one 
of which is Voluntary Aided and one Voluntary Controlled    

A community that recognises that safeguarding is at the heart of 
Christian Mission. 

• What we can offer

Parishioners with a vision for the future (our Mission Action Plan), 
reverence for the past and a willingness to work with our new parish 
priest to grow numerically and spiritually. 

A supportive environment for our parish priest. 

Good quality accommodation, a 1930s detached vicarage and large 
garden partly maintained by the Parish. 

• What we expect

A priest who will lead the parish with an enthusiastic and sensitive 
approach to innovation and change. 

A priest who will relish working with and developing our rich variety of 
worship styles including our Liturgical traditions. 

A priest who will encourage the ministries of all people and engage with 
the report “Setting God’s People Free”. 

• What we hope to become

A more outwardly focused Christian community responsive to the needs 
of a changing local and national population. 

A more inclusive community, where teamwork is the norm. 

Summary of the Profile 
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The Ecclesiastical Parish of Goring-by-Sea is in the Diocese of Chichester and the Deanery of 
Worthing. 

The Diocese 

The Diocese aims are for us to be: A presence in every community. 

‘A diocese is first and foremost a group of people who have a strong sense of being called 
together by Jesus Christ, the Son of God.’ Bishop Martin of Chichester. 

Further information can be found on the diocesan website www.anglican.chichester.org 

The Deanery 

Worthing Deanery has 17 parishes, 1 hospital and 2 hospices plus Lancing College, 7 primary 
and 2 secondary church schools. In October 2017 there was a  ‘Central Worthing Review’, 
which proposed the reorganisation of central Worthing churches. Goring by Sea was not directly 
affected by this review. 

As a parish we participate in Deanery events such as Confirmation, Training (Lay Administration 
and Conflict resolution), special services (Choral Evensong) and workshops. We hope for a 
parish priest who will participate with the life of both Deanery Chapter and Synod.  

Further information can be found on the deanery website www.worthingdeanery.org.uk 

Christians Together in Goring 

There are good links between churches in Goring and Worthing with regular ecumenical 
services. Members of the parish take an active part in all events both social and worship. We 
organise the annual Ecumenical Easter Sunrise service on the beach. There is scope for further 
ecumenical and multi-faith involvement. 

The broader context 

Diocese and Deanery 

Deanery confirmation at St Mary’s Christ is Risen! Easter sunrise Ecumenical seafront service 

http://www.anglican.chichester.org/
http://www.worthingdeanery.org.uk/
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The parish priest we need 

Welcome! Community Prayer Weekend 2017 

We are prayerfully seeking a woman or man who will: 

• welcome the continued ministry of male and female colleagues

• actively demonstrate her/his deep Christian faith to inspire and motivate
others on their Christian journeys

• encourage and enable laity to develop and use their gifts for the  benefit
of all in achieving our aspirations

• lead us forward with energy and enthusiasm to grow not   just in numbers
but spiritually and in service to our wider community

• communicate effectively both within the church and the wider community

• offer a collaborative ministry conducting worship in traditional and more
innovative, accessible styles

• actively work with the headteachers, other governors, teachers  and
pupils to deepen our close association with our two Church of England
schools *

Most importantly, we need a leader who will inspire us to listen to, receive and 
act on God’s purposes for our parish and church family. 

* 
Goring Church of England Primary School.       www.goring.w-sch.uk  
West Park Church of England Primary School.   www.westpark.w-sch.uk 
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Goring by Sea is situated on the western outskirts of the seaside town of Worthing. It lies to 
the south of the railway line with the sea as its southern boundary. A limb of the parish 
extends northwards to the ancient hill fort of Highdown that is part of the South Downs 
National Park. It is separated from the nearest village to the west by fields. It has a 
population of around eight thousand. 

Employment is largely within the service industry in local shops and offices. There is a good 
train service, and an increasing number of people who commute to London and Brighton. The 
majority of the housing is owner occupied, including large detached houses, bungalows, flats 
and several pockets of social housing. House prices are fairly high. 

https://www.ilivehere.co.uk/statistics-goring-by-sea-west-sussex-15072.html 

Within the parish boundary, there are good areas for local shopping, restaurants, pubs and 
cafes. The local area also provides amenities for many sporting activities with Worthing 
Leisure Centre, Worthing Sailing Club and Goring Cricket Club on hand. There are many 
sporting events scheduled to take place in the area with half marathons, walks and an annual 
triathlon. Goring-by-Sea is considered to be a desirable place to live. It is about half an hour’s 
travel by road from the county town of Chichester, Horsham and Brighton. It is within easy 
reach of the South Downs. 

Fishing still takes place from Goring Beach Goring Seafront 

About the Parish 

Map showing Goring parish boundary 

https://www.ilivehere.co.uk/statistics-goring-by-sea-west-sussex-15072.html
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Parish Café 
After Thursday Holy Communion 

 

Our Mission Statement (above) was approved and a 
Mission Action Plan (MAP) drafted in February 2018. 
Sub-committees are now finalising that plan which 
will appear on our website once it is completed and 
approved by the PCC. 

The parish is in the fortunate position of being able to 
provide a wide range of worship and worship styles in 
its two church buildings, as shown in our table on the 
next page. 

We have a licensed reader (PTO) with ten years 
experience. We also benefit from a number of retired 
clergy in our congregation who also take services. 
The Laity play an active part in worship and services 
with over 50 parishioner volunteers. 

The PCC consists of the Parish Priest, the two 
Churchwardens, the two Local Wardens from St. 
Laurence, three members of the Deanery Synod, one 
Diocesan Synod member and 9 ordinary members. 
The average attendance at meetings is 80%. 

Music is an important part of our worship and we are 
fortunate to have an organist, traditional church choir 
and two very talented contemporary music groups. 

Mid week there is a quiet contemplative Celtic 
Communion. On Thursday mornings a Drop in Parish 
Café, which is becoming increasing popular and 
attracting new members, follows Holy Communion. 

There is also one informal house group that meets 
regularly. Working parties organise family services 
and special events like our Prayer weekend. The 
worship committee has responsibility for organising 
our diocesan Lent course and is considering further 
study courses. Members of our congregation have 
been on pilgrimage to Walsingham, have taken part 
in NewWine and a number are active in the Cursillo 
movement. 

In 2017 there were six weddings, sixteen baptisms, 
six funerals and thirteen interments of ashes. 

St Mary’s Choir in full voice 

About the churches 

The church – as a worshipping people 

St Laurence’s Music Group 

St. Mary’s Music Group 

Christ - centred 
Growing in 

Faith, Love and Service 
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Weekly Worship. St Mary’s 

In addition to the regular church services, the local schools and playgroups hold termly services in the 
churches. 

We have dedicated parishioners who, in addition to the incumbent take communion to the 
housebound. We have recently formed a pastoral care working group and our MAP will give details of 
how we plan to expand this service. 

Day Time Service 

Sunday 

Wednesday 
Thursday 
Saturday 

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP) 
09.30* Sung Eucharist  (CW) 
18.00 Evensong (BCP) 
18.30 Celtic Communion 
10.00 Holy Communion (BCP) 
9.00 Parish Prayers 

Average 
Attendance 

18 
55 
17 
8 
16 
5 

95 
*On the first Sunday of every month, Family Eucharist is at 10.00 am. (With 
coffee and children’s activities from 9.30 am).  This all age service has over last 
year been developed to be more child-focused with the inclusion of practical 
workshops.
Sung Eucharist alternates Choir (weeks 2,4,5) and Music Group (weeks 1 and 3)

Monthly Worship. St Laurence 

On the last Sunday of every month, there is a Family Eucharist (CW) at St 
Laurence’s at 11.00 am with refreshments and children’s activities from 10.15 
am, and a lunch following the service for further fellowship on some Sundays. 
This is an informal service with substantial involvement of Guides, Brownies and 
Rainbows. 

45 

St Mary’s Family Service with workshop 

Worship at St Laurence’s 

Guides’ Parade Service 
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Young parishioners enjoying worship at St 
Mary’s 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 

Guides entertaining parishioners at 
St. Laurence’s 

 

Whilst the average age of the population of Goring- 
by-Sea is older than the national average, it is 
younger than the West Sussex average. The parish 
includes a number of lively third age people, but to 
think of it only in these terms would seriously 
misrepresent it. It is a changing community with 
many young families moving into this very attractive 
area from larger neighbouring towns. 

The two thousand pupils spread across our two 
C of E Primary schools and a Roman Catholic High 
School presents a significant opportunity and 
challenge to our parish priest and church. 

‘Smarties’ a church parent and toddler group, run by 
volunteers for families within the parish and further 
afield, is a very important part of our ministry. 
Parents, grandparents, child-minders and foster 
carers join weekly with their little ones from birth to 
starting school. 

4TH Goring Guides is a church sponsored Guide Unit. 

Members of the congregation are engaged with 
many local organisations. For example: 

• The prayer shawl ministry meets monthly
and produces shawls for a local charity
supporting victims of abuse.

• Visiting the children’s ward at Worthing
hospital through the Mothers’ Union Ministry of
Cake.

• Family Support Work, collecting food,
toiletries and toys for families in need.

• Worthing Churches Homeless charity. Fund- 
raising and support for events.

• Worthing for Refugees.  ESOL teaching.
• Local and diocesan fund-raising events.

In addition to church use, our two halls are used by 
many local and community groups including: Guides, 
Brownies, Rainbows; Keep- fit, Zumba, Yoga and 
dance classes; Residents’ associations, 
Townswomen’s Guild and U3A. A private pre-school 
operates in St Laurence’s Hall every weekday. 

There are good links with a number of these 
organisations and there is potential to develop more 
and stronger links with all hall users. 
Details of hall users are available on the parish 
website: https://goringbyseaparish.org 

The Church and the Community it serves 
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There are two social activities fellowship groups (St 
Mary’s Social Circle and St. Laurence’s Fellowship) 
who organise events and meet regularly. Social 
activities are also organised by a dedicated sub–
committee and in recent years have included many 
successful events raising money for the church, 
local and international charities. Our website and 
Facebook page will show the range of our most 
recent social activities. 

The Laity play a very active part in the day-to-day 
administration of the parish. The Parish Office is 
run by a team of volunteers and is open every 
morning. We are in the process of reviewing the 
location of the Parish Office and the PCC has 
approved moving the Parish Office away from the 
Vicarage. 

The parish employs a caretaker for St. Mary’s 
Parish Hall and a cleaner at St. Laurence’s Church 
Hall. Volunteers clean and decorate the Churches 
with flowers and keep the buildings in good 
condition. 

A very effective Communications sub-committee 
oversees our bi- monthly parish magazine, Goring 
Parish News and our website and Facebook page. 
This ensures that our activities and the life of the 
church are well publicised. 

The church – service to the wider community 

The parish supports a number of Christian organisations through donation, prayer 
and focus throughout the year. The parish supports only organisations, which are 
overtly Christian, doing their work in Our Lord’s name. 

This includes: 
• Christian Aid, through door to door collections in May each year.
• The Church of England Children’s Society, through collection boxes

and Christingle services.
• The Diocesan Association for Family Support through weekly

donations of food and toys.
• Bishop of Horsham’s appeal, we have contributed £4,800 towards the

cost of a caseworker engaging with destitute refugees based in Sussex.
• Christian Resource Ministries. Bishop Dimba at the Maoni orphanage in Malawi.
• Church Missionary Society. Sharon Wilcox working with children with special education

needs in Ecuador.

Our website gives further detail about the Christian mission organisations we are sponsoring this year. 
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The church – buildings and resources 

St Mary’s Church 

Nave showing Hans Feibusch 
mural St. Mary’s Church 

There are two churches in the parish. St Mary’s is the parish 
church and St Laurence’s is the daughter church. There are 
228 on the electoral roll (as of Sunday, 18th March 2018) 

St Mary’s Church is a Grade ll* listed building. A place of 
worship is understood to have been on the site of St Mary’s 
since the 12th century. However, an earlier Norman church 
was demolished to make way for the current structure. 
Goring is mentioned in the Domesday book. The current 
church building was designed by Decimus Burton and was 
built 1836 – 1838. St Laurence’s Church was built in 1936 
to serve the growing population living on the eastern side of 
the parish. The Bishop of Lewes dedicated the church on 
12th August 1936 and the Bishop of Horsham consecrated it 
on 1st. November 1998. 

On entering the church of St Mary’s, one cannot fail to 
notice the large mural above the chancel arch. Hans 
Feibusch painted this in 1954. He was a German refugee 
who has murals and paintings in a number of churches in 
the diocese (including the baptistry of Chichester Cathedral) 

We benefit from two good-sized church halls, one of which 
has recently been refurbished to a high standard, most of 
the work being carried out by volunteers in 2017. 

Quinquennial inspections have taken place on St Laurence’s 
Church and Hall together with St Mary’s Hall. There are no 
major issues arising from these. Recently, the inspection of 
St Mary’s Church took place and we await the report from 
the architect. 

In common with all churches in the diocese, we have 
followed national church guidelines and both church 
buildings are open during the day. We welcome visitors.  At 
St. Mary’s we provide a welcome tray, use of the toilet and 
information for them. We have also made space at the back 
of the church for refreshments and this has a most 
significant impact on fellowship, particularly after services. 

For St. Mary’s we are in discussion with the DAC over plans 
to install new visual aid resources and improving the space 
at the western end of the nave, and are considering 
reordering ideas in the longer term. Our MAP will identify 
further ways we should like to go forward with our 
buildings and grounds. 

St. Mary's Goring has a fine ring of six bells, the heaviest 
weighing three quarters of a ton, making it the heaviest 
ring of 6 in Sussex.  We have an excellent band of 12 
ringers who practice on a Tuesday evening and ring every 
Sunday morning for the Family Eucharist service, and for 
other special occasions.

St. Laurence’s Church 
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St. Mary’s Churchyard was closed for burials 
in October 1987, but is still open for the 
interment of ashes. 

The Garden of Remembrance is a place of 
peace and dignity to lay to rest cremated 
remains. It is well maintained by volunteers 

The Molson Garden. In 1985 the Molson Trust 
converted the Copse adjoining the churchyard ‘to 
be a place of peace and beauty for the benefit of 
the residents of Goring’. There is scope for the 
development of the area to fulfil the original 
intention. It is used on occasions for outdoor 
services and social events. 

The Bible Garden is situated at the east end of 
the Parish Hall. All the plants in the garden are 
mentioned in the Bible. The garden also contains 
a bronze sculpture of Christ, entitled “Come Unto 
Me”. It was erected in 1996 and the sculptor is 
Rosalind Hore. More recently a large metal cross 
has been placed in the garden to provide support 
for a rose planted in 2015 in memory of the Rev. 
Michael Hore, a previous incumbent. 

The surrounding grounds at St. Mary’s Church consist of four main areas: 
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Finance 

The Vicarage 

We have paid our parish contribution, approximately £70k, in full each year, and 
also fully reimbursed our clergy for their out of pocket expenses. Regular giving is 
in the order of £60k per annum with significant rental/hire income from our Halls 
and Curate’s House. 

At the moment our regular giving does not cover our regular expenditure. We have 
been fortunate to receive a significant number of legacies in recent years that have 
enabled us to continue to maintain our Land and Buildings. The Parish 
Giving Scheme was introduced in 2012, which significantly increased the 
number of regular givers. In spite of increasing congregations this has declined 
recently for a variety of reasons and a new stewardship campaign is necessary. 

The parish priest is an ex officio trustee of the Margaret Bushby Trust that was set 
up in 1840 under the will of Margaret Bushby for the provision of a school for 30 
boys and 30 girls. Goring C of E Primary School now occupies much of the land 
owned by the Trust and there is a small income arising from other land, which is 
applied in accordance with the purposes of the trust. 

The Vicarage is a five bedroom detached house built in the 1930s. Downstairs 
accommodation comprises a sitting room, study, dining room, butler’s pantry, kitchen and 
utility room, and two toilets. Upstairs, in addition to the five bedrooms, is a bathroom and 
toilet. It has double-glazing and central heating throughout. The parish will decorate 
before the new incumbent moves in. There is a large garden mostly lawn which is partly 
maintained by the parish. There is hard standing for at least two cars in front of the 
house. There is no garage as this has been converted into the present Parish Office. 
However the PCC has approved the move of the Parish Office to another location, which 
should take place in the next few months. This will potentially leave additional office/study 
space at the Vicarage for the new incumbent and provide greater privacy. 
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The welcome tray at St. Mary’s Church 

Contacts 

The Parish Office 12 Compton Avenue, Goring by Sea, West Sussex. 
Tel 01903 242525 
goring_parish@btconnect.com 

Churchwardens Ian Hill 
email: irh.thekyles@ntlworld.com 
 
Gill Keevill 
email: gilliankeevill@me.com 

Website: www.goringbyseaparish.org 

Facebook: St Mary’s and St Laurence’s Churches, 
Parish of Goring-by-Sea, West Sussex 




