Christ-Centred: Growing in Faith, Love and Service

Goring Parish News
Printed
Copy: £1

December 2018 / January 2019

GPN
Issue 62

St Mary's and St Laurence's Churches, Parish of Goring-by-Sea, West Sussex. Registered Charity 1131418

Website – http://www.goringbyseaparish.org
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/StMaryAndStLaurenceGoringBySea

It was announced on 14th October that The Reverend Keith Littlejohn, currently Priest-in-Charge
of Bolney & Cowfold, has been appointed as our new Vicar. We are delighted to hear this and look
forward to welcoming Keith and his wife Laura to the parish early in 2019.

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall
not perish but have eternal life.
John 3:16
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Parish Office opening hours.....
The Parish Office is open Monday to Thursday: 10:00am to 12:00 noon.
It is staffed by volunteers. If you have anything that needs to be handed in, a phone call in advance
may avoid a wasted journey. Money should not be put through the letterbox. If you have money to
pay in and are unable to get to the office, please hand it to the Churchwardens or the Treasurer after
services on a Sunday. See the back page for Parish contact information.

Editorial....
Welcome to the December 2018 / January 2019 issue of Goring Parish News. Please take time
prayerfully to consider the implications of its contents, and determine what we, the Church in Goring,
can offer to promote the love of God in this place.
Our Editorial Team hopes you will enjoy this issue. GPN is published every other month. Any
subsequent, short-notice, changes to the dates/times published in GPN will be notified in the weekly
Pew Sheet, the Facebook page, or on the Parish website. In this edition we offer you, yet again, 32
pages packed with interesting articles and news. We hope it continues to inform, entertain and
challenge in equal measures. Please let us know how we are getting on. We welcome your
comments, suggestions and articles. Especially, we thank those of you who have supplied photos for
inclusion. These are appreciated and, we hope you agree, make GPN more attractive to read. Please
keep them coming, but please bear in mind that GPN is printed in Greyscale for those who cannot
receive emails. If you do not wish for your photo, or that of your child, to appear in GPN or on the
Parish website, please contact one of the Clergy, Churchwardens or a member of the Editorial Team
to have that request formally recognised.
We apologise to anyone whose contribution to this edition of GPN has had to be held over to a later
issue. We are really grateful to the many contributors who make our job such a joy. Preferably,
articles should be sent electronically, to goringparishnews@outlook.com Alternatively,
handwritten or typed articles should be sent to the Parish Office.

The next Goring Parish News, Issue no. 62
Edition

Copy Deadline

Issue Date

February/March 2019

Tuesday, January 1st 2019

Sunday, January 27th

Articles received after this date will only be included if time and space permit. It would
help us enormously if you could please send copy well in advance of this date.
IMPORTANT CHANGE RELATIVE TO GDPR:
If you would like to receive the email version of Goring Parish News, please send your
email address to goring_parish@btconnect.com. This a change of email address to
comply with the requirements of GDPR. You will need to complete a form, which can be found
at the back of church, or on the parish website (see below). To be sure it arrives in your inbox each
month, please add this email address to your contacts list.
GPN, including back issues and supplementary articles, can also be found on the Parish website:
http://goringparish.org.
Items for the weekly Pew Sheet should be sent to reach the Parish Office by 11:00am on Wednesdays.
Email to: goring_parish@btconnect.com. Please do not send them to Goring Parish News.
Goring Parish News is published by Goring PCC Parish Office, 12 Compton Avenue, Goring-by-Sea, Worthing, BN12 4UJ

Goring Parish News is printed by West Park School whose support we gratefully acknowledge.

The Editorial Team
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A Christmas Message from The Revd. Roger Walker
I wish you all the very warmest thoughts at this wonderful time of the
year. May God fill your life with love, joy and peace this Christmas
Season and throughout the New Year.
Christmas means a spirit of love, a time when the love of God and the
love of our fellow men should prevail over all hatred and bitterness, a
time when our thoughts and deeds and the spirit of our lives manifest
the presence of God.

Revd. Roger Walker, BD, AKC

Bishop confirms 2019 as Year of Vocation
The Bishop of Chichester, Dr Martin Warner, will announce plans to mark 2019 as a Year of Vocation across
the Diocese of Chichester at the autumn meeting of his Diocesan Synod in November.
Parishes in East and West Sussex will be provided with a range of materials and encouraged to celebrate
God’s calling in different ways to people of all ages. A highlight of the year will be the launch of a new
initiative to award lay people’s long standing service to their church. The ‘Order of St Richard’ will be
presented to nominated lay people at a special ceremony in the New Year.
But baptism, confirmation and ordination will play a key part in next year’s celebrations as the Diocese
encourages everyone to reflect on God’s unique calling to them and what it means in their everyday lives.

December letter from the Bishop of Chichester
One of the aspects of Narnia, in C S Lewis’s novel, The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe, is that it is always
winter and never Christmas. We get quite excited about the arrival of winter if it brings snow at just the right
time for enjoyment – sledging, making a snowman, snowballing. But in Narnia, seasons are suspended in the
grip of a ferocious frost.
Silence is a pervading atmosphere in Narnia as it is in today’s world where justice is denied to prisoners of
conscience, and the needs of women, children, the elderly and vulnerable are ignored. Silence is the refuge
of the deceitful, just as it can be the medium of corporate grief and respect for our dead. It is the symbol of
our sin and our mortality. One of the hallmarks of Christmas, however, is that the silence is broken. It is
broken by the cry of a new-born child drawing breath and needing food – Jesus Christ, one with us. It is also
broken by the song of the angels who announce his birth to people of goodwill.
Music can plant a song in our minds, letting it inspire us, as one of God’s gifts to us. But we can take music
for granted, and too rarely appreciate the skills and contribution of those who are our music-makers. This
Christmas, as we sing our carols, let us be grateful for musicians, as they help us to be mindful of the silent
places in our world and closer to home, where the good news of peace and hope and justice has not yet
penetrated.
Those who are frozen in silent poverty and despair, await more than a seasonal hand-out. They look for a
melting of hearts and minds that will bring social and material release and encourage them to join the angel
song of peace that we are still trying to learn.

+Martin Cicestr

FOR DETAILS OF OTHER SERVICES AND EVENTS , visit: www.chichestercathedral.org.uk
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Warden’s Warblings

“All Change” – Episode 4

In my last report I said that not much has happened, well that is no longer true!
On 27 September, Gill and I presented ourselves at the Bishop’s Palace in Chichester for a
9am start. We met our Acting Archdeacon, Canon Mark Standen and were taken up to the
library where coffee was served and the three of us were then joined by Bishop Martin.
It is over 25 years since I have been involved in recruitment within a large organisation and a
few things had changed. It was a new experience for me to be told that each candidate must
be asked identical questions! We were led by the Bishop in establishing what those questions
were to be; but I am fairly sure the Bishop knew exactly what needed to be asked and it was
just a matter of him leading us to recognise the various issues.
After half an hour, we met the first candidate for a one hour interview. Each session started
with the candidates talking for five minutes on where they perceived our parish to be in five
years’ time if they were appointed. Very, very interesting!
Over a sandwich lunch (your money is spent wisely!) we soon reached agreement on who
should be appointed and the rest is history. The announcement was released on Sunday 14
October.
At the time of writing a date for the installation has yet to be confirmed but is likely to be in
February. We are in the hands of the Diocesan Property Department who do not start looking
at essential maintenance of vicarages until an appointment has been made.
We are delighted to say that we have had several meetings with Father Keith Littlejohn and
all have gone very well. We have also met his wife, Laura, and both their adult daughters. We
have not yet met the two dogs.
It would be very remiss of me not to thank the members of our team who contributed to the
process in one form or another, at times acting in total confidence for which we are very
grateful.
Additionally the parish continued to run on all cylinders, particularly with the support of
retired and neighbouring clergy. Again, a big thank you to all those who have, and continue
to go that ‘extra mile’.
Ian Hill

Singing for Fun

The Singing for Fun group is led by Jean Gardiner with
Malcolm Chilton on piano.

Singing for Fun sessions are enjoyable, uplifting and inspiring. They last for

one hour. Valuable tips are given to improve breathing technique and
performance. Singers of all levels of ability are welcome.
The Group occasionally performs at various
venues. The group meets at St Mary’s
Church Hall on various Wednesdays
throughout the year, at 7:20pm for 7:30pm.
DATES for 2018/2019:
28th November

12th December

St. Mary’s ‘Celebrate Christmas’ Concert 15th December : 3pm - 5pm.
There are no meetings in January
Note: These dates are the latest published but may be subject to amendment. Please ensure that Pam Chilton has your email
address to be kept informed of any changes and further dates.
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Sonnets of Faith
Christmas
Christmas began weeks ago, say the shops in the High;
With music and coloured lights and advertising pressure,
Frantic queuing and buying. You may well ask, ’Why?’
Answer: it is God’s generosity. His gifts bring pleasure:
The pleasure of giving and receiving; the foolish fascination
Of coloured lights, pantomime, hilarious celebration.
But more. Much more. He gives a New Creation:
Restoration, forgiveness, grace, revelation.
Then he wraps the truth of his gift in religious fable.
To the act of ‘Incarnation’ he adds the story
Of shepherds and Eastern Kings to worship in the stable.
But undo the wrapping, and discover the truth of his glory;
‘Given to the world in all its sin and strife,
A baby is born to bring us God’s life.’
Reproduced from SONNETS OF FAITH

by kind permission of The Very Rev Christopher Campling
Editor’s footnote: Fr. Christopher’s book “Sonnets of Faith” and his new book “Christian Breadcrumbs” are
both available from the Parish Office for £5 per copy or may be ordered directly from Fr. Christopher (phone
01903 246598). All profits from sales of both books will be donated to a local hospice and the parish.

Coming of Winter
The November sun burns like a feeble lantern as Autumn days come to a close,
And we see the very last bloom of the summer rose.
The woods are dark and dank with rotting fallen leaf.
And wingéd seeds lie cold and stiff, and small creatures seek their winter retreats.
Hedgehogs prepare for hibernation, the redwing and fieldfare have arrived from northern nations,
And gulls are busy following the farmer’s plough.
Trees now skeletons against a cold grey sky.
Bonfires with spitting wood and sparks that fly.
Berried holly and ivy, bryony and dogwood bedeck the hedgerows
And grey-white plumes of clematis give a pretty show.
Still time to see a few wild flowers in bloom; the campion, shepherd’s purse, sometimes a spray of gorse
And toadstools and fungi of many sorts.
The moon and stars shine brightly in the frosty air,
The wily fox creeps from his winter lair to search for errant fowl, his favourite evening fare.
Welcome wild November, jovial wind of winter, blowing gales across the countryside

Valerie Tree
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Diary and Lectionary Readings for December 2018 All services at St Mary’s unless otherwise stated
Date

Event

Sun 2nd

Time

The First Sunday of Advent

Date

P

Holy Communion

08:00

Family Eucharist

10:00

Sat 22nd

Event

Carols and Mince Pies on The Green,
Mulberry Shops.

Sun 23rd The Fourth Sunday of Advent

18:00

P

08:00

Sung Eucharist

09:30

Sun 23rd Festival of Lessons and Carols

18:00

Mon 24th Christmas Eve - Crib Service

15:00

Coffee and Children’s Activities available from 09:30
Advent Carol Service

10:30

Holy Communion

“I am coming!” - Meet Jazmyn & James

Sun 2nd

Time

Wed 5th

Celtic Eucharist

18:30

Carols and Readings at St.Laurence's 18:00

Thur 6th

Holy Communion

10:00

Midnight Mass at St. Mary’s

Sun 9th

The Second Sunday of Advent

P

Tue 25th

Christmas Day

23:30
W

Holy Communion

08:00

Holy Communion

08:00

Sung Eucharist

09:30

Family Eucharist

10:00

Evensong

18:00

Family Eucharist - St Laurence’s

Wed 12th Celtic Eucharist

18:30

Wed 26th Stephen, Deacon and First Martyr

Thur 13th Holy Communion

10:00

Thur 27th Holy Communion

Sun 16th The Third Sunday of Advent

P

11:00

10:00

Thur 27th John, Apostle and Evangelist

Holy Communion

08:00

Fri 28th

Sung Eucharist

09:30

Sun 30th The First Sunday of Christmas

Evensong

18:00

Holy Communion

08:00

Wed 19th Celtic Eucharist

18:30

Sung Eucharist

09:30

Thur 20th Holy Communion

10:00

No Evensong

Feast of the Holy Innocents

Coffee Time following each Thursday’s Holy Communion is from 10:45 - 11:45
Date

Sung Eucharist

2 December
The First Sunday of Advent
P
9 December
The Second Sunday of Advent
P
16 December
The Third Sunday of Advent
P
23 December
The Fourth Sunday of Advent
P

Jeremiah 33: 14-16
1 Thessalonians 3: 9-end
Luke 21: 25-36
Malachi 3:1-4
Philippians 1: 3-11
Luke 3: 1-6
Zephaniah 3; 14-end
Philippians 4: 4-7
Luke 3: 7-18
Micah 5: 2-5a
Hebrews 10: 5-10
Luke 1: 39-45

24 December
Christmas Eve
W

Isaiah 52: 7-10
Hebrews 1:1-4
John 1: 1-14

25 December
Christmas Day
W

Isaiah 9: 2-7
Titus 2: 11-14
Luke 2: 1-20

30 December
The First Sunday of Christmas
W

1 Samuel 2: 18-20,26
Colossians 3: 12-17
Luke 2: 41-end
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Evensong

Advent Carol Service
Psalm 75
Isaiah 40: 1-11
Luke 1: 1-25
Psalm 50: 1-6
Isaiah ch. 35
Luke 1: 57-66
Festival of Lessons and
Carols

No Evensong

W

Diary and Lectionary Readings for January 2019 All services at St Mary’s unless otherwise stated
Date

Event

Time

Wed 2nd

Celtic Eucharist

18:30

Thur 3rd

Holy Communion

10:00

Sun 6th

Feast of the Epiphany

Sun 6th

The Epiphany

08:00

Family Eucharist

10:00

Time

Sun 20th

The Third Sunday of Epiphany

W

Holy Communion

08:00

Sung Eucharist

09:30

Evensong

18:00

“The Kings arrive”

Wed 23rd

Celtic Eucharist

18:30

Coffee and Children’s Activities
available from 09:30

Thur 24th

Holy Communion

10:00

Fri 25th

Conversion of St Paul

Sun 27th

The Fourth Sunday of Epiphany

Celtic Eucharist

Thur 10th Holy Communion
Sun 13th

Event

18th to 25th - Week of Prayer for Christian Unity

W

Holy Communion

Evensong
Wed 9th

Date

18:00
18:30
10:00

The Baptism of Christ

W

Holy Communion

08:00

Sung Eucharist

09:30

Evensong

18:00

W

Holy Communion

08:00

Sung Eucharist

09:30

Family Christingle - St Laurence’s

11:00

Evensong

18:00

Wed 16th Celtic Eucharist

18:30

Wed 30th

Celtic Eucharist

18:30

Thur 17th Holy Communion

10:00

Thur 31st

Holy Communion

10:00

Coffee Time following each Thursday’s Holy Communion is from 10:45 - 11:45
Date

Sung Eucharist

Evensong

6 January
The Epiphany
W

Isaiah 60: 1-6
Ephesians 3: 1-12
Matthew 2: 1-12

Psalm 98
Isaiah 60: 1-9
John 2: 1-11

13 January
The Baptism of Christ
W

Isaiah 43: 1-7
Acts 8: 14-17
Luke 3: 15-17, 21-22

Psalm 46
Isaiah 55: 1-11
Romans 6: 1-11

20 January
The Third Sunday of
Epiphany
W

Isaiah 62: 1-5
1 Corinthians 12: 1-11
John 2: 1-11

Psalm 96
1 Samuel 3: 1-20
Ephesians 4: 1-16

27 January
The Fourth Sunday of
Epiphany
W

Nehemiah 8: 1-3, 5-6, 8-10
1 Corinthians 12: 12-31a
Luke 4: 14-21

Psalm 33: 1-12
Numbers 9: 15-end
1 Corinthians 7: 17-24

“All Christians are appointed as God’s witnesses. It is not an option. The only option is whether we
are good witnesses or bad ones.”
C of E ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ website.
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1st Goring (St. Mary’s) Guides - A New Programme

On 21st July 2018 Girlguiding launched their new programme.
This new programme had to wait because we went on our first unit camp since 2014
at the beginning of August. We invited 1st Ferring Guides to join us at the Girlguiding
Campsite at Blacklands Farm. It was one of the hottest weeks but after patrols and a
mess tent went up, the zip wire, bungee, trampoline and abseiling were enjoyed,
alongside experiencing outdoor living, cooking and a campfire on a cooler evening.
Come September, we returned to introduce the new programme, and our Guides
agreed they would fully immerse themselves in their new programme; Unit Meeting
Activities, Skills Builders, Interest Badges, Theme Awards and a Guide Gold Award.
There are six different coloured themes: Blue – Know Myself; Cerise Pink – Express
Myself; Purple – Be Well; Green – Have Adventure; Orange – Take Action; and Pastel
Pink – Skills for my future.
We have enjoyed Unit Meeting Activities and Skills Builders in the ‘Be Well’ Theme,
one week involved pulling a teddy along the hall floor by winding around a pencil the
string tied around its tummy. Each group had to provide motivation by Fear, Incentive
or a Sense of Purpose, and then decide which was best….we discovered how
different we all are; what motivated one person definitely did not another; and just how
loud we can all be - we think we drowned the church bells out that night.

We have also enjoyed sign language, decorating cupcakes, yoga, upcyling clothing,
pumpkin carving, Church parade, Worthing Borough Service of Remembrance, a
night walk and shabam. We have yet to enjoy, with the Division, the Christmas Fayre,
a cinema trip, Reindeer Ramble for Chestnut Tree and, with the unit, survival positions
in an emergency, Happy Families, Jungle Run with the Shadow Hunters, our
Christmas Party and a trip to the Panto…oh no you’re not!!
Ed.: or is it…”Doh: know your knots!!” ?

Emma Rosin
Assistant Leader - 1st Goring Guides

1st Goring Guides Code of Conduct No 4
Express yourself, don’t be silent, we like to have a mix of personalities and share your interests.
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It is over ten years since a Traidcraft stall first opened at
St Mary’s and we are part of a network of more than
4,000 Fair Traders who buy Traidcraft groceries and
crafts to sell in their churches and wider communities
around the UK. Through this support Traidcraft sells the
UK’s widest range of fair trade products.
Traidcraft plc, sources products from farmers, growers and artisans across the world. At the
heart of the company are the relationships they develop with their trading partners, helping them
to develop skills and build sustainable livelihoods through trade.
I know some of you have been very concerned to read in the recent press about the financial
situation at Traidcraft and their plans to cease trading at the end of this year. However, I am
pleased to tell you that a proposal was made to the company, and has been accepted, which has
ensured that it will continue trading. BUT….. and it is a big but, it comes at a price. The proposal
means that the company will continue to trade, albeit on a smaller scale, with several staff
members taking redundancy, and many of the producers who have been supported by Traidcraft
in the past now find themselves without this market and their livelihoods put at risk. Families and
communities will suffer as a result.
We can do something to help. Support for the stall is vital if we want to enable those producers
who will continue to supply Traidcraft with a market for their goods. The attractive Autumn
catalogue offers an exciting range of products from fair trade food and household supplies, to
beautifully unique crafts and gifts, including new coffees, chocolate (always a favourite) and
honey together with new ranges of gifts and Christmas cards.

The stall will be open until the middle of December, and Christmas orders can be taken until
then, so please come and browse the stall and the brochure. The stall will continue to open on
the 2nd and 3rd Sundays in the New Year. I hope to stock some of the new products on the stall
and you may like to browse the catalogue and place your order.
By supporting Traidcraft Exchange, the sister charity of Traidcraft Plc, we can help people in
developing countries get a better deal for the hard work they do every day. Over 300,000 people
living in poverty are helped every year to get a better deal from trade, so they can build
sustainable futures for themselves and their families. Some customers tell me to “keep the
change”, which once a year is sent to Traidcraft Exchange (over £13 sent earlier this year).
Unwanted jewellery, whole pieces or broken, is also sent to the Exchange to raise money. Items
can be passed to me for mailing to the charity.
Trading fairly is about changing the world for good.
Thank you.

janlelliott@yahoo.co.uk

Janice Lelliott

01903 504384

To find out more about Traidcraft visit www.traidcraft.co.uk

Please support Traidcraft as the Christmas season approaches. Your support could bring a better
life to so many in the developing world. Please give this some prayerful thought.

9

10

Parish Mission Focus for December 2018 - FSW

Chichester
Diocesan
Association for Family Support Work (FSW)
FSW works to support families overcome difficult
periods in their lives with positive, emotional and
practical advice. They also offer volunteer
opportunities for people wishing to help in their
community. Free and confidential support is
offered to parents or carers and their children age
0-18. They work with all types of families and with
anyone who has responsibility for the care of
children, whether they are married, single,
separated, partners, divorced, bereaved or
grandparents. They support all family members.
The families supported include:
•
offenders
•
asylum seekers and refugees
•
substance abusers
•
minority ethnic groups
•
children and young people at risk
FWS’s community based work is focussed mainly on deprived coastal areas and isolated rural areas
of Sussex. Common issues are:
•
unemployment
•
poor quality housing
•
mental health difficulties
•
long-standing life-limiting illness or disability
•
learning difficulties
•
abuse in the home
•
inability to afford food/clothing
They find that families in crisis withdraw themselves from the community through lack of self-esteem
and self-confidence, become isolated, depressed and unfortunately susceptible to alcoholism or
drug abuse. FSW’s goal is to help families cope with today and achieve a better future by rebuilding
a strong family unit.
Chichester Diocesan Association for Family Support Work
Garton House
22 Stanford Avenue
Brighton, BN1 6AA
Tel: 01273 832963
Reg Charity No: 285337

admin@familysupportwork.org.uk
www.familysupport.org.uk
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Christian Breadcrumbs 22:
By The Very Reverend C.R. Campling, Dean Emeritus of Ripon

Vocation
“Here am I: Send me!”

Vocation means 'calling'. It is used of God 'calling' individuals to serve him in their life. There are
lots of 'vocation' stories in the Bible: Moses, for instance, in the Burning Bush (Exodus 3.1-6);
Samuel who was called when he was a child and thought that it was Eli the priest summoning him
(1 Samuel 3.2-10); Isaiah had a vision of God in the temple 'high and lifted up', worshipped by
the Seraphim. He felt himself to be unclean in the presence of God, but one of the angels touched
his lips and he heard God's voice saying, "Whom shall I send? " and Isaiah could only answer,
"Here am I: Send me." (Isaiah 6.1-8). In the New Testament we are told that Mary was called by
the angel Gabriel and told that she was to give birth to Jesus. She was amazed, but answered,
"Behold the handmaid of the Lord" and promised to be obedient to God's will. (Luke 1.26-38). We
find Jesus calling his disciples, sometimes in pairs; Peter and John, for instance, after an amazing
catch of fish. Jesus told them that from now on they would catch men (something which as a child
I thought very funny!) (Luke 5.1-11) And St. Paul had his blinding vision and call when he was on
his way to Damascus to arrest Christians (Acts 9.1-9).
All these, and many more in the Bible and in the history of the Church, were dramatic callings and
made a sudden change in the life of the person called. This still happens in the lives of some
people today. But for most us our calling is not sudden and dramatic. It grows upon us gradually
through insistent niggling in our conscience as God seeks to guide us in the course of our
upbringing and education; through a chance meeting, a growing enthusiasm, a personal crisis,
inspiring words or a confrontation with poverty and suffering. All these and more may plant or
reinforce the growing conviction that "I am for God" or simply "This is what I must do"; and we
decide to live our lives accordingly.
What happens when a person thwarts God's call? (as in the story of Jonah: (Jonah 1.1...) God
calls again - in the changed situation. And again, and again. This is where forgiveness comes in.
Forgiveness, if accepted, does not cancel the past: it creates a new beginning; and God goes on
calling, with infinite patience.
It is important to understand that God calls all human beings, giving everyone a purpose to fulfil
in the particular circumstances of their life, however grim these may be. People have different
situations, strengths, skills, enthusiasms, work to do, contributions to make to society: in fact,
different 'vocations' through which they can find personal fulfilment. Sometimes people live in
appalling circumstances due to no fault of their own but to the sins of society. God's Spirit is
present in all human suffering and deprivation and can give individuals the strength to endure and
even to make things better. He calls us to be faithful within our own particular circumstances.

Editor’s footnote: Fr. Christopher’s new book “Christian Breadcrumbs” and his book “Sonnets of Faith” are
both available from the Parish Office for £5 per copy or may be ordered directly from Fr. Christopher (phone
01903 246598). All profits from sales of both books will be donated to a local hospice and the parish.
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Coffee Time on Thursdays is after the 10:00am Communion Service. It is not
just for those who attend the service. It is for anyone and everyone: an
opportunity for fellowship. Come and join us. We offer freshly-brewed coffee,
hot chocolate, teas, etc..
Penelope Corp and Janice Lelliott
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The Story of Goring and Highdown

Part 24 - The Victorian Village

In the year 1840, a sum of £4,000 was left by the Will of Miss Margaret Bushby towards the ‘Building and
Endowment of a School for the Education of Sixty poor Children of the Parishes of Goring and Durrington’.
Two years later a visit of the Rural Dean found that nothing much had been done because ‘it is feared that
this Munificent Bequest will not be realized to its fullest extent … as the Personal Property is not sufficient’.
However by 1844 the school was built and the first pupils admitted from the village under the watchful eye
of their Headmaster, Mr George Buster. Further details of its beginnings, and the often humorous contents
of the school log can be found in future chapters of this book.
The Village
In 1855, the new Post Office Directory gave a very useful cameo of the village: ‘Goring is a railway station
and parish on the South Coast line, 63¾ miles from London, 3 West from Worthing, and 12¼ from
Brighton, in Polling Hundred, rape of Arundel, West Sussex, with 1,977 acres, and a population of 569 in
1851. The living is a Vicarage, valued at £164 per annum, and in the patronage of David Lyon Esq., and
incumbency of the Rev. Thomas Gunston Calhoun, MA. The church is dedicated to St Mary; it was rebuilt
at a cost of £6,000, at the sole expense of David Lyon Esq., whose seat is in its immediate vicinity. Here is
a National school. Castle Goring, the seat of Rear Admiral Sir George B Pechell, Bart., MP, is also in this
parish.’ It goes on to list the residents and traders:
Post Office – Henry Penfold, receiver. Letters from Worthing delivered at ½ past 9 am, dispatched at ½
past 5 pm. The nearest money order office is at Worthing.

Residents:
Bushby, Mrs Elizabeth
Downer, Mr William
Lyon, David Esq. Goring House
Oliver, William Esq. Courtland
Roake, Mrs Mary Anne

Calhoun, Rev Thomas, MA, Vicarage
Jupp, Miss Olive
Mills, Mr Richard
Pechell, Rear-Admiral Sir Geo. Brooke, Bart., MP, Castle Goring

Traders:
Bellchambers
Blunden
Bushby
Buster
Carpenter
Gould
Hide
Hide
Jenner
Miles
Miles
Moore
Nye
Olliver
Penfold
Pogden
Row
Syers

Thos
Wm
Levi
Geo
Charles
John
James
Martin
Sarah (Mrs)
George
William
Harriet (Mrs)
William
The Misses
Henry
Unknown
John & George
Ann (Mrs)

Farmer & beer retailer
Farmer & brickmaker
Farmer, Field Place Farm
Master of National school
Bricklayer
Farmer, Highdown Hill farm
Shoemaker & beer retailer
Builder
Seminary
Corn factor
Parish clerk
Shopkeeper
Wheelwright
Farmers, The Miller’s Tomb, Highdown Hill
Grocer, draper and postmaster
Farm bailiff
Blacksmiths
“Bull’s Head”
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Continued…..

The Directory briefly records the Railway Station at Goring. It had been there since 1846 when the new line
from West Worthing to Ford cut the parish clean in two. The roads running north from the village, Goring
Street and Limbrick Lane, were provided with level crossings, and a third crossing was built later when a
farm track became Shaftesbury Avenue. The old Limbrick Lane gatehouse, now derelict, can still be seen by
the road on the south side of the track; it was manned for many years by Mr Gollop. In the 1930’s a bridge
was constructed across the line at Shaftesbury Avenue next to the new station of Durrington, which was
then completely surrounded by fields.
Water Courses
The railway not only cut through fields and farms, it also crossed a number of streams and ditches. Several
small watercourses ran through Goring on their way to the sea, nearly all of them are now covered by
houses and roads in the new estates. Needless to say, water will not just conveniently go away when new
building is planned, so many culverts and pipes had to be laid, particularly during the extensive building
programmes from 1930 to 1960.
One stream, the Ferring Rife, runs through north Goring, now the Maybridge estate, and under the
Maybridge on Goring Street, into Ferring. Another used to run over fields to cross the Goring Road next to
number 192 (the curate’s house), where a small strip of land was left open, the water finding its way into
the small reservoir behind Beach House. Today, it is pumped via a pipeline into the sea. The pumping
station is disguised as a house on the north side of Beach House, the machinery originally being operated
by steam. Another stream ran from Brook Barn (now Cowdray Drive) past the end of Brook Barn Way,
connected with the standing water at Sea Place manor, and out to sea at a sluice gate on the beach. These
and quite a number of old ponds and ditches had to be filled in or diverted during the development of the
estates. The only natural pond is on the parish boundary in the fields between Ferring and Goring.
An extract from the deeds of a house in Sea Lane contains a useful small map of part of Sea Lane in 1880.
It shows the position of the site for the new pumping station next to Beach House, also the old Vicarage in
Jefferies Lane, and the fields called The Ruins.

Janet Annis and Allan Plumpton
EDITOR’S NOTE: This series has, since GPN 39, Spring 2015, been extracted from ‘The Story of Goring and
Highdown’ by kind permission of Revd Frank Fox-Wilson. Unfortunately, printing costs and space constraints
mean that we shall no longer be able to publish extracts from this book. GPN would like to thank Janet Annis
and Allan Plumpton for giving such considerable time to regularly produce this article for your pleasure.

Father Frank Fox-Wilson kindly donated the profit from the sale of this book to St Mary’s for the
redecoration of the church interior during 1988.
For those who wish to continue reading ‘The Story of Goring and Highdown’, you may obtain a copy of this out-of-print book.
Here's the link to ABEBOOKS to purchase second-hand copies:

http://www.abebooks.co.uk/book-search/isbn/0951272217
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Murder Mystery - “Who Killed the Hotel Manager?” & Curry Night
Ninety or so people gathered in the Church Hall on Saturday. Eighty sat down to enjoy the play and
work out “who dunnit”, while members of the Parish Players presented the Murder Mystery.
Between the two acts everyone feasted on curry. And what a feast it was! We began with papdams
and sauces/pickles along with onion bhazi and samosas. These were followed by a choice of dishes:
chicken tikka masala, lamb balti or vegetable curry, with salad and plain or boiled rice.
Mr Shafique himself set up the serving counter and, to make sure everything went smoothly, left
one of his waiters to oversee the proceedings. That was a real bonus for the Social Activities Team.
As for the play: well, there was a murderer and an accomplice, but the whole cast were a motley
crew, none of whom was up to any good! Many thanks to Alison Evans (producer) and all the
players for their excellent contribution to the evening.

Many thanks are also due to Philip and Margaret Webber who did so much work behind the scenes.
On a slightly sober note, there would have been no Curry Night without the Social Activities Team.
There were just six of us who did all the preparation. We desperately need some more volunteers
on the team, even if it is to commit to help at just one event. Please come forward - don’t wait to
be asked. We aim to put on a Burns’ Night in January, but without help we shall not be able to do
so.......
The Social Activities Team

Worthing Churches Homeless
Projects
has now become….
TURNING TIDES
Why change a perfectly good name, a name we all know well? That is the reaction of many
people, especially within the churches.
The answer is that increasingly there were problems with the name.
Worthing: work now extends to Horsham, Littlehampton, Shoreham and other places. (There are
no plans for further geographical expansion.)
Churches: some people were put off because they thought that you had to be Christian to belong
or to use the services. This was an issue with clients, who did not want to be evangelised as the
price for getting help. It also prevented some people from applying to work in the Projects as
volunteers, staff or trustees.
Homeless: much of the work now is in prevention of homelessness and also aftercare for those
who have moved on but still welcome support.
This change is not a sudden decision; I can remember discussion about the name 15 years ago.
Cost was always a factor, of course, and a great effort has been made to keep that to a minimum.
John Holstrom, the chief executive, is determined to maintain not only the strong links with the
churches, but also the Christian ethos of Turning Tides, and the staff are delighted with the
change.
This is a very dedicated and professional organisation which has worked wonders over many years
and we are proud to have them in Worthing.
I’m sure everyone will wish them well as Turning Tides.
Brenda McCurdie
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Christian Aid ~ December 2018
We read of so many disasters and the effects of poverty. People
are displaced and must live in very makeshift camps. Once the
immediate news is over and the media move to other things
there is always much more to be done.

It is completely reassuring, therefore, to know that Christian Aid will be continuing with the help
the folk need. I have set out the aims of CA as a reminder of their objectives and the way our gifts
are used:
“Our aims: We stand together. For dignity. For equality. For justice.
Everyone is equal in the sight of God. Yet we live in a world where poverty still persists.

Poverty is an outrage against humanity. It robs people of their dignity and lets injustice thrive. But
together we have the power to transform lives.
For over 70 years, we’ve been standing with the poorest of our neighbours. We work in 37
countries, with people of all faiths and none; to stand up for dignity, equality and justice.
We stand together with our global neighbours; like Vilia in Haiti. Together we can create a world
where everyone can live a full life, free from poverty.
Our voices and actions are stronger together. And with your help, we can make an even bigger
difference.”
Just a reminder that this year the Advent Hope service will be held, as usual, in Lancing College
Chapel, BN15 0RW on Monday, 3rd December at 7.30pm.
The main speaker will be the new CEO of Christian Aid, Amanda Khozi Mukwashi, who took over
from Loretta Minghella in April this year.
Entrance is free but you will need a ticket to come. Please let me (David Burt) know if you would
like one or more. Or book your free ticket online, call 0207 523 2105 or email lse@christian-aid.org
We will hear updates about CA’s work which it is always interesting and uplifting to know.
We wish you every blessing for Christmas and the New Year.
Di & David Burt (01903 248204) and Julie and Russell Marlow (01902 249685) .

‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.’
Matthew 5:9
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Nature Watch: December 2018 / January 2019
I was pleasantly surprised to have some
dragonflies visiting the pond, almost up to the
end of October, when the sun shone: a
Common Darter and a Migrant Hawker (below).
I’m not sure about the latter one as it was only
a fleeting visit.

You can see from these pictures what I mean:

The wood pigeon is larger and has that
distinctive marking on the neck. By contrast
the Stock Dove (above) is smaller and lacks
the white neck marking but has a greenish
marking instead.

The colder weather has set in and resident
Robins and Blackbirds are most apparent. This
Grey Wagtail came looking for insects but there
wasn’t much to be had:

Keep an eye out. It is distinctive and is quite
different from the Wood Pigeon.

The BTO (British Trust for Ornithology) is
asking us to let them know if we hear any
Tawny Owls. There used to be some in the
Ilex: I happened to come across a juvenile
who had fallen out of his nest. It was rescued
and reunited with its parents.
Perhaps you could
make a point of
listening for its
distinctive call. The twit
-twoo motif is a
combination of the
female call, described
as a "kewick" sound,
and the male's
response - a long, wavering hoot.

The more common birds go almost unnoticed at
times. We were plagued by Wood Pigeons
which nested under our solar panels. Such a
messy bird! There is great similarity between
the Wood Pigeon (below) and Stock Dove which
means the latter can be easily overlooked.

If you do hear one please let me know; with
location, date and time. I will pass it onto the
BTO, unless you prefer to notify them
yourself.

David Burt
dd.aburt@btinternet.com
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Taking a look back over 50 years of Christingle
No child
should
feel alone

This is a very special year for Christingle, as it
marks 50 years since we held the first
Christingle service in this country at Lincoln
Cathedral on 7 December 1968.
But Christingles themselves actually date back even earlier, and began in the Moravian Church in Germany.
At a children’s service in Marienborn in 1947, Bishop Johannes de Watteville looked for a simple way to
explain the happiness that had come to people through Jesus. He decided to give the children a symbol to do
this. This was a lighted candle wrapped in a red ribbon.
At the end of the service, whilst the children held their candles, the bishop said the prayer, ‘Lord Jesus,
kindle a flame in these children's hearts that theirs like thine become.’

How Christingle grew
In 1968, John Pensom of The Children's Society, known as ‘Mr Christingle’, brought Christingle to this
country and introduced it to the Church of England. This involved children decorating an orange with a red
ribbon, dried fruits, sweets and a candle to create a new visual representation of Christ, the light of the
world, celebrated by the lighting of the Christingle candles.
The event is now celebrated in hundreds of churches, cathedrals, schools and communities up and down the
country.
1968
1970
1974
1980
1986
1990
1995
2003
2010
2018

–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–

First Christingle service in the UK, Lincoln Cathedral
20 churches hold Christingle services
The Children’s Society works with 4,500 children
First Christingle in Westminster Abbey
‘Christingle’ appears in the Oxford English Dictionary
The Children’s Society works with 11,000 children
5,400 Christingles held across the country
1 million people attend Christingle services
The Children’s Society works with 48,500 children
Celebrate 50 years of Christingle

Christingle helps children who feel unsafe
For 50 years now, Christingle has played a vital role in supporting vulnerable young people. And since
Christingle first began, the money raised from donations at services has helped over one million children get
the one-to-one care and support that they so urgently need.
Christingles will be celebrated in both our schools as well as in the service at St. Laurence’s Church on 27th
January. Do you remember the early Christingles? The first ones in our Parish were held in the time of
Reverend Frank Fox-Wilson, about 1985. How far back can you go?
A big thank you to all who support the Society through the year with their home box.

Di & David Burt

Stop Press
We are delighted to say the Box Opening and Coffee Morning raised £1,094.52 including Gift Aid. Thanks to
everyone who supported the event and especially the choir from Goring Primary School.
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Tea and Coffee Donations - An explanation
Why did the PCC vote to remove the tea and coffee donations dish?
It has come to the attention of the PCC that some people would like to know more about the
decision at the September PCC meeting to remove the donations dish for tea and coffee after
the morning services. Please be reassured that as a PCC we pray about our decision-making and
debate fully before voting. In this case the vote was significantly in favour of the motion.
(Please see September 2018 PCC minutes).
Perhaps we should start by saying that this came about as the PCC wanted to understand their
roles and responsibilities better as the churches elected trustees. As part of this we undertook a
diocesan training course on ‘Stewardship and Encouraging Giving’. We are very aware that our
regular giving is not meeting our Mission costs as a church. One aspect of this excellent course
challenged us to consider our Regular Giving, Fund Raising and Hospitality, but as very separate
things that should not be confused. It was suggested that we are clear about when we are
asking for contributions to maintain our Mission as a church (e.g. collections, envelopes, Parish
Giving); when an activity is a fund raising activity (usually raising money for a specific project,
but could be for our Mission if we say this); and where we are providing Hospitality (a warm,
welcoming and caring environment). The Diocese is giving strong advice that we should make
our intentions clear when offering hospitality.
The PCC are hopefully ensuring a hospitable environment for all those who come to worship. A
well cared for building, with physical warmth, flowers, music and a welcoming greeting to name
but a few aspects. This is heavily reliant on parishioner volunteers, but also has significant
financial costs, which are in the main paid for by our regular giving as a parish. When we
provide coffee and tea at the Sunday morning services this has always been part of our
hospitality, it is not and never has been something we charge for. The majority of the PCC felt
that the donations bowl does not sit easily with the concept of hospitality and is confusing. We
already ask worshipers to donate to the church (i.e. helping us to maintain this hospitality) by
taking a collection at services and by encouraging regular giving through the envelopes and
Parish Giving Scheme. The presence of the bowl tends to imply a charge or contribution even if
this is not the intention. We have even observed people not taking coffee, as they don’t have
‘any change’ and those who don’t like to take coffee without making a contribution. Additionally
we are receiving more in contributions than the cost of providing the tea and coffee, especially
because the milk and biscuits are frequently donated. This puts this activity into the fund-raising
category not hospitality, absolutely not our intention.
Within the next few months, we will be looking at what and how we give of our time, talents
and money as part of a stewardship review. So please be generous at this time. If you have any
further concerns regarding the teas/coffees (or indeed anything else) please talk to the
churchwardens, local wardens or a member of the PCC.
Gillian Keevill

Memorial service: - If you came to the Memorial Service and valued Father Roger's
helpful address, you can contact the parish office for a copy.
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OUR BACKWOODSMAN COOKOUT
I knew we were going to have a good cookout when my mum
came home from work with the biggest bar of chocolate ever!
At our Guide meeting the week before, Millie told us all the
ingredients we needed to bring for the cookout. I had to bring
vegetarian marshmallows (and they are quite hard to find!) Rice
Krispies and chocolate. The only problem with taking a big bar
of chocolate to a cookout is that you find there is suddenly a
swarm of 20 people all wanting a square!
For our backwoodsman cookout we weren’t allowed to use any
pots, pans, knives or spoons to cook with and we had specially
planned meals that didn’t need any of that equipment.
My patrol decided to cook a main course that was Nachos with cheese and Quorn pieces. For our
pudding we put chocolate in a tin can and waited for it to melt on the fire and then we stirred in
Rice Krispies, marshmallows and some strawberries and we put it back on the fire to let the
marshmallows melt a bit. I think this recipe is called magical tin cans.
My least favourite part of the night was when we had to go wooding (collecting wood for the
fire) and I got scratched by so many trees. Cookouts are best with long sleeves and trousers on!
Romany, Esme and I had a challenge to find the biggest tree to give to our Patrol Leader, Millie,
to put on the fire. We found a massive fallen tree that we named ‘the whopper tree.’
It was a special night for Romany as she made her Guide Promise and her mum, dad and sister
came to watch.
We finished as the sun was setting.
Sophia - Guide - 4th Goring Guides

Find the unit that fits!
Why not give 4th Goring Guides a try? Every unit is different. Don't let your daughter miss out on
all the opportunities, fun, friendship and adventure, in a girls-only space: contact us today on
01903 248597
or visit our website https://10foxi.wixsite.com/website

Be inspired

Be active

Be strong
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Be independent

Be a Guide

Parish Mission Focus for January 2019
(1) Christian Resource Ministries & (2) Church Mission Society
For the month of January 2019, the focus will be on the continuing support of two
charities as follows:

Christian Resource Ministries

Christian Resource Ministries was started in 1977 by Bishop Morico Dimba
obeying the word of our Lord Jesus Christ of “GO YE”. The ministry has been
serving the remote areas of Malawi and Mozambique with evangelism,
deliverance, healing and making disciples. Central Africa is a vast dark land, but
with outreach in these remote areas many people have responded and received
Jesus Christ as their personal Lord and Saviour; they have been able to plant 600
churches in these two countries and train 60 pastors.
During their outreach ministry to these remote areas, they found many children who have become
orphans due to Aids which has claimed many lives of the adults. In 1997 they were able to build an
orphanage which was made to accommodate 100 children (but due to high demand they have 265
children) and send them to school. They also train them in skilled work including painting,
carpentry, building, agriculture, tailoring, knitting and vehicle mechanics so that when they grow up
they can help the communities where they come from.
An email from Pastor Dimba giving up to date news of this charity, is posted on the notice boards
at both St Mary’s and St Laurence’s.
Christian Resource Ministries e-mail: dimba@christianresourceministries.com
P.O Box 883, Blantyre
Malawi, Central Africa
Tel: 00 (265) 01 683 616
Website: https://christianresourseministries.wordpress.com

See overleaf for latest email from Pastor Dimba which offers
an insight into the struggles encountered in conducting the
missionary work which he is striving to deliver in Malawi and
Mozambique.

A full list of Missions and charities supported by our Parish can be found on the Parish Website at:
http://www.goringparish.org

23

Missionaries on the move for the Master
20 October 2018 - Malawi
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
I am greeting you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

November and December is the last travelling of the team this year we are closing the year by going up to North
of Malawi, the area that boarders (sic), Tanzania and Zambia countries. I have come again to ask you for your
prayers for each day of the travelling like you did it the Mozambique travelling.
Prayer request:1. Pray for good health
2. Pray for more Bibles in Tonga, Nsenga and Tumbuka as those areas don’t use Chichewa Bibles,
25 to 30 Bibles are need at a cost of MWK 6,500.00 ($US 9.00) each
3. More Bicycles for Pastors
4. Pray for travelling funds
(a) Month of November 2018 MWK 1,150,000.00 ($US 1600)
(b) Month of December Christmas party and New Year party, good food and gifts at Maoni
Orphanage MWK 500,000.00 ($US 700)
Once again thank you very much for being with us always.
Your brother in Christ.
Bishop M. Dimba
NB
Urgent prayers are needed for food at Maoni Orphanage, as present food will last only until the end of this
October, and God bless you so much.

Ruth Jepson, Chair, Mission Giving Committee

Contributions and Donations for……..

Many of you, I am sure, are aware of the wicker basket in the porch of St. Mary’s Church, but for
those who do not, may I draw your attention to its purpose. It is there to take our contributions to
the Diocesan charity which helps families who are going through difficult times. Our contributions/
donations go to families in Worthing rather than elsewhere in the diocese. Most donations are
foodstuffs but other gifts are also very welcome. Nothing - within reason is turned down. May I,
on behalf of Family Support Work, thank you for your continuing generosity.
Penelope Corp
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Parish Mission Focus January (2) - Church Mission Society
a community of people in mission who
want the world to know Jesus

A mission community – what does it mean?

CMS believe every person is made to play their part in the mission of God to restore and heal a
broken world and broken people. So mission isn't someone else's job; it's ours. They are part of a
mission community to encourage each other and work together: to pray together, learn together
and participate together in mission.
CMS support their Mission Partner, Sharon Wilcox, on her
second assignment in Ecuador. Sharon has started a
project to support local school-leavers and adults with
learning disabilities, which will help them develop the
necessary skills to live as independently as possible. She
hopes the life-skills programme will develop to the point
where participants will have a small business selling
homemade craft items so they can gain financial stability.
All her adult life she has worked with adults with learning
disabilities in the UK. Having been a Christian since she
was a teenager, she worshipped mostly in Anglican or
Baptist churches. After being baptised in 2008, Sharon felt
God asking her to serve him overseas. She spent two
weeks in Nepal with the Baptist Mission Society in 2011
before joining Church Mission Society in 2012.
Being part of a large church family network like CMS enables her to carry out her role,
knowing that people are praying for her regularly. Read Sharon’s latest report on page 28.
CMS
Watlington Road
OXFORD

Tel: +44(0)1865 787400
Email: info@cms-uk.org
Fax: +44 (0)1865 776375

OX4 6BZ
www.cms-uk.org

Reg Charity No. 1131655

A full list of Missions and charities supported by our Parish can be found on the Parish Website at:
http://www.goringparish.org
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Worthing Theological Society
~~~~~~

For further information contact: Secretary The Revd Dr Michael Semple - email honsecwts1@outlook.com
or Chair, The Revd Dr Hazel Sherman: hazelsh@wwbc.myzen.co.uk
or see our website : www.worthingtheologicalsoc.org.uk

2018/2019 PROGRAMME
Monday November 26

Dr Martin Warner
Bishop of Chichester
Through the looking glass

Monday January 28

Dr Helen Paynter
Bristol Baptist College
Dead and Buried? Attending to the voices of the victim in the
Old Testament and today

Monday February 25

Professor Vernon White
Westminster Abbey and King’s College, London
Providence: an impossible but necessary belief

Monday March 25

Professor Andrew Bradstock
Centre for Theology and Religion in Public Life, University of Winchester
“Recovering the Common Good: a task for the churches?”

All meetings take place at West Worthing Baptist Church commencing at 7.45pm. The church is in South
Street Tarring (BN14 7LU), some 200 yards north of West Worthing Station. Admission is free and there is
a retiring collection to defray expenses. Coffee, tea and biscuits are available at the end of the lecture.
If you did not receive this notice via email then it would be helpful if you were to send your personal details
to the secretary at honsecwts1@outlook.com . We will then be able to send you updating information
throughout the year.

Official Goring Parish Facebook page!
Our Parish has an official Facebook page! It’s called St Mary’s and St
Laurence’s Churches, Parish of Goring-by-Sea, West Sussex, and includes
all our latest news.
We also invite you to post to the page your news of events, concerts, activities of
groups associated with our churches; wedding/christening photos, all the things
you think might be of interest on a page like this. Pam Chilton, Lucinda Cox, Kate
Henwood and Ruth Jepson are the administrators of the page. Please contact us
with any comments or suggestions. Please also share the page and its postings
with your friends!
https://www.facebook.com/StMaryAndStLaurenceGoringBySea/
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Diocese Snippet - Living Faith Course in 2019
In January 2019 the Living Faith course will begin again at 6 venues across the Diocese. Living
Faith is for lay Christians who want to find and develop their gifts and explore what discipleship
and calling means for them. Living Faith is also part one of authorised lay ministry training in the
diocese and candidates who wish to train as authorised lay ministers (ALM's) need first to
complete Living Faith.
The closing date for applications to the Living Faith course is 17th December 2018.
Please email Jayne.Prestwood@Chichester.Anglican.Org for application forms, further details
and information about venues.
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Church Mission Society - News from Sharon Wilcox

a community of people in mission who
want the world to know Jesus
Sharon Wilcox, our CMS missionary link, has written about the last few months in Ecuador.
First, the good things: the one year celebrations for the "Orchid" (the name of the project in
Ecuador for teaching life skills to those with learning needs); the delight and amazement when
the youngsters found that people wanted to buy the herbs, such as Coriander, which are so
good.
The building by the Latin Link team didn't go quite as expected, as the church hadn't received
the necessary planning for the 1st floor classrooms, but the beams are in place. Sharon's
landlady is getting the wall of her flat repaired, so rain will not come in during the rainy season.
She is also grateful for her good health.
She comments: "We have recently seen more and more Venezuelans coming to the church as
they flee their homeland looking for a better life. I really wonder how dreadful things have
become. Many of them have taken up jobs here which has lead to the locals saying, ‘They have
come here and are taking all our jobs’. Sound familiar?"
In September, Sharon tried to submit her visa documents - always a major issue for many who
are serving overseas. Extra requirements are not uncommon. A criminal record check was
needed, which she completed on-line but they had no record of the original! When she went to
try and resolve it in Quito, the capital, she was initially told there were no appointments that day
and, in fact, none until 6th November. On explaining that her visa lapsed on the 4th October,
they suggested she should come back at 0600 on the 3rd to try and resolve the situation, with an
afternoon appointment. Returning to Santiago, she went back to the original official she had
seen. Her boss came in during their conversation and said that as far as he could see she didn't
need a criminal check, as other documents showed the police didn't want her and she was not
banned from entering or leaving the country. So the visa application was submitted but there is a
70 day wait for visas; normally it is 10-12 days (it is likely that a flood of applications from
Venezuelans fleeing their country is the reason).
Please pray:* For Sharon's visa to be granted, so that she can book her flight in February for home leave and
not have to leave in December.
* For the planning of her time in the UK visiting churches, hopefully including ours, as well as
family time and rest.
* For the Venezuelan people coming to Ecuador; that they will be welcomed and supported by
the churches.
Alison Evans
************
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St Mary’s Social Circle News .

2018

December / January Meetings

Thursday 13th December is our Christmas celebration,
with festive songs, poems and stories, refreshments and
raffle. This is an “Open” meeting starting at 7.30p.m.
Members £1, non-members £2.
2019

New members are
always welcome.
Come on, Ladies,
give us a try!
Annual cost is £8.00
plus £1.00 per
meeting (including
refreshments)
All our meetings are
held in St. Mary’s
Church Hall.

During the winter months, we shall be meeting on the first
Tuesday of each month at 1.45 p.m., but just to make
things a little trickier, please note the date of our January
meeting.
Tuesday 22nd January 2019 - our speaker will be
Margaret Mole telling us “Tales from the Kitchen”.
Members £2 and non-members £3 (including
refreshments).
N.B. To clear up any misunderstandings, each meeting is
open to all women, members and non-members. “Open”
meetings are open to everyone, regardless of gender.
We wish everyone a very Happy Christmas and Healthy
New Year.
Janice Lelliott (01903 504384)
Secretary
Chairman: Linda Eden Tel.: 01903 368582

Smarties Toddler Group
Wednesday Morning (term time only)
St Mary's Church Hall
Ilex Way BN12 4UZ
£1.50 per adult, with up to three children.
Mums, Dads, Grandparents, Childminders.
All welcome to enjoy the fun!
Karen King - 01903 532220
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Baptisms, Marriages and Funerals – September/November 2018
Baptisms - We welcome into The Lord’s family:
30th September -

Freya Eloise Chisling-Boult

30th September -

Jake Michael Henry Smithers

28th October

-

Ella Sophie Grace

28th October

-

Eden Rebecca Grace

18th November -

Elsie Sophia Griffiths

18th November -

Lila Olive Griffiths

Weddings - We ask God’s blessing on:

6th October - Phillip Ian Withall to Hannah Louisa Killick

Funerals - We offer prayers and sympathy to the
family and friends of:
12th November - Patricia (Pat) Lorimer Johnstone

GOLDEN WEDDING – THANK YOU
Thanks to everyone who celebrated our Golden Wedding with
us at the service on 30th September. We appreciated all the
cards and the warmth we received. Thanks especially to Roger
who conducted the service and arranged for us to renew our
marriage vows. For us, it was a very special occasion.
Liz and Ian

Prayer Chain.

NEED A VENUE?

The pastoral care team are considering whether we
should establish a prayer chain for members of the
congregation who had a personal concern (a job
interview, health concern, relative's health, etc..).

Then why not book St Mary’s
Church Hall for your event?

The leader of the prayer chain could give that prayer
request to the next person in the chain, and so on. This
would enable a group to pray for that issue for a period.
If you have any comments on this, or would be interested
to be part of this, please speak to Sylvia Jarrett or leave a
message for Alison Evans in the Parish Office.
Many thanks. Alison Evans
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For booking enquiries, rates etc.,
please contact the Letting
Secretary, Philip Webber Tel.: 01903 246583.
Mob.: 07759 849479.
Email: broxbourne@gmail.com

And finally … The Christmas Joy.
Bring
Bring
Bring
Bring

first a tree, a green Norwegian spruce,
then the holly and the ivy from the wood,
in the winter flowers to warm our mood,
the Christmas Joy into God's house.

Bring
Bring
Bring
Bring

in the candle glow, make the colours bright,
things that beautify and pleasing to the sight,
good endeavours, let them stay,
charity for all who pass our way.

Bring in the kindly saint upon his sled,
When all the children are asleep in bed,
Bring in the magic and the thrills,
Of finding stockings in the morning filled.

Ring out the bells that give a welcome chime,
Bring in refreshments, fruits of farm and vine,
Bring music and your thoughts on Christmas past,
Bring festive smiles and make them last.
Bring
Bring
Bring
Bring

in the shepherds, ox and ass,
in the peace of a silent night,
in the star that gives great light,
the Christmas message to God's house.

Bring all God's children that they may see,
The wonder of the Nativity,
Bring in the humble Saviour birth,
Bring Jesus Christ among us here in earth.
Bring prayers of thanks and grateful hearts,
For gifts received and those we can impart,
Bring in good cheer, with all be generous,
Take Christmas Joy from church into your house.
Bring memories of folk we see no more,
Send greetings to those both near and far,
Sing well loved carols and joyfully combine,
TO WISH EACH OTHER A HAPPY CHRISTMAS TIME.

(Photos taken by Robert Eden in 2013)

I wrote the above for our Christmas Tree Festivals from 2006 to 2013. How time flies!
At each of the festivals there were between fifty or sixty trees but, with only one tree in
St Mary's this Christmas, I think the words are still relevant.
“It is good to be children sometimes, and never better than at Christmas when its Mighty
Founder was a child Himself." – a quote from ‘A Christmas Carol’ by Charles Dickens
The words of Charles Dickens give us that wonderful option of viewing Christmas through
the eyes of a child.
For me, seeing a decorated Christmas tree brings back happy memories of those years
when, as a youngster, Advent & Christmas were exciting times. The tree was a symbol of
the events to come and the happy time to be had by all.
Although I did not fully understand it at the time the simple joy of Christmas during my
formative years would stay, but with a different meaning. It is with me now and always
will be - the Christmas joy of celebrating the birth of its Mighty Founder.
Bill Tree
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Parish Contacts

** Recent changes highlighted

Vicar

In Vacancy

goring_parish@btconnect.com

01903 242525

Reader

Keith Lelliott

keithlelliott@yahoo.co.uk

01903 504384

Churchwardens

Ian Hill

irh.thekyles@ntlworld.com

07711 696641

Gill Keevill

gilliankeevill@me.com

07715 120841

Pastoral Care

St Mary’s Church

Sylvia Jarrett

07873 392437

Julie Marlow

07940 588880

BN12 4UZ

The Vicarage and
Parish Office

12 Compton
goring_parish@btconnect.com
Avenue Goring by
Sea, Worthing
BN12 4UJ
St Mary’s Hall lettings Philip Webber
broxbourne@gmail.com

01903 242525

St Mary’s Bellringers

Graham Hills

01903 266980

St Laurence’s
Church
Local Wardens

Sea Place, Goring by Sea, Worthing BN12 4BY

St Laurence’s Hall
lettings

goringbellringers@gmail.com

01903 246583

Geoffrey Oliver

geoffrey_oliver@ntlworld.com

01903 240540

Ruth Jepson

ruthmjepson@gmail.com

01903 507469

Geoffrey Oliver

geoffrey_oliver@ntlworld.com

01903 240540

goring_parish@btconnect.com

01903 242525

Other Church Officers
Safeguarding
representative (Child
protection, etc)

Alison Evans

PCC Treasurer
Parish Giving Officer
PCC Secretary
Church Music ~
~ St Mary’s
Organist
Choirmaster
Music Group Leader
~ St Laurence’s
Music Group leader

John Stovell

jandsstovell@gmail.com

01903 535289

John Stovell
Janet Annis

jandsstovell@gmail.com
janetannis@hotmail.com

01903 535289
01903 367939

George Ford

box_of_whistles@hotmail.co.uk

07586 364592

Alex Bristow

ajbristow@sky.com

01903 505554

Malcolm Chilton

malcolm.chilton@ntlworld.com

07986 818966

Russell Marlow

russellmarlow@btinternet.com

01903 249685

Roland Silcox

goringparishnews@outlook.com

01903 243970

Malcolm Chilton

goringparishnews@outlook.com

07986 818966

alison.evansM3195064@hotmail.co.uk

Communications Group
Co-Editor
Co-Editor

Unless otherwise acknowledged, photographs and images included in this publication have been taken either by staff and
parishioners of Goring parish, are downloaded from the ‘Clipart’ gallery provided by courtesy of Microsoft Corporation or obtained
from Wikipedia. Goring PCC, as publisher of this magazine, acknowledges and wishes to express its thanks to them.
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